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A  D  issertation  on  the  Volun- 

*  *  *  *  ■  •  •  .  .  L.  %  .  ) 

.  tary  Eating  of  Blood, ,  8tc. 
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In  which  is  Ihewed, 

'  «  I  < 

G  \  A.  •  hyil/;  «  4  J  v  ^  -  .  i  .,»*«’•  i 

I.  From  the  Nature  and  Reafon  of  Things,  that 
we  have  no  Right  to  Deftroy,  much  lefs  to 
Eat  oi  any  Thing  which  has  Life, 


II.  That  if  the  Human  Food  at  firft  was  only 
the  Produce  of  the  Earth,  and  by  pofitive 
Command  made  immutable,  then  that  Law 
or  Command  muft  be  immutably  eternal. 
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To  the  Honourable 


S  Example  is  more  enfor- 
live  than  Precept,  I 


humbly  ask  your  Patronage  to 


this  Ebay.  Whatever  I  have 
faid  of  the  Theory  in  attain¬ 
ing  from  Blood,  your  Practice 
evidently  demonftrates ;  your 
Vigour ,  Agey  Healthy  See. 
are  fo  many  convincing  Proofs 
that  Nature  never  dehgn’d  the 
Animal  Creation  for  our  Food, 
and  that  Plants  and  Vegetables 
are  more  natural  for  our  Make 
and  Conftitution. 


a  2 


Permit 


iv  Dedication. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  obferve, 
your  great  Abilities  in  the  Art 
of  War  a  rile  from  that  Cool- 
nefs  which  Abftinence  from 
Meats,  and  Temperance,  are 
the  natural  Product:  of  5  in 
you  they  are  more  remarkably 
diftinguilhed,  alfo  in  the  Ex- 
ercife  you  ule  both  in  Town 
and  in  your  Rural  Retirements 
at  Leith  Hill. 

Pardon  me  the  Liberty  I 
take,  of  fheltering  myfelf 
under  the  San&ion  of  your 
Name.  I  am, 

Your  Honour  $ 

Mojl  obedient ,  and 
Moji  humble  Serv*. 

Robert  Morris. 


PREFACE. 

J 

ERT  lately  reading  an  Adver * 
tifement  of  a  Pamphlet ,  intitu¬ 
led^  A  Dijfifertation  on  the  vo¬ 
luntary  Eating  of  Blood, 
my  Cur  10 fit y  led  me  to  perufe  ity 
efpe daily  with  an  Intent  to  fee  how  far  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Author  were  confident  with 
my  own ,  which  were  privately,  by  Letters 
to  a  Friend  about  [even  Tears  fi nee ,  in  a  kind 
of  Controverfy  kept  together  upon  that  Subject ; 
Part  only  of  thofe  Letters  I  have  obtain'd 
back  from  my  Friend ,  having  referved  no  Co¬ 
py  of  any  of  them.  Upon  comparing  this 
fraB  with  thofe  Letters ,  our  Opinions ,  I 
find ,  do  not  fo  widely  vary  in  fome  Points ,  as 
I  at  firjl  expeded  ^  but  his  ambiguous  Method 
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of  treating  it ,  led  me  to  make  a  Reply  to  the 
Diflertation,  &c. 

But  as  to  the  main  Points  for  which  both 
the  Author  and  myfelf  have  contended ,  they 
are  indeed  oppofte.  He  admits  a  Licence,  or 
Law ,  for  the  Rating  of  the  Flefh  of  Animals, 
&c.  but  I  admit  of  no  fuch  Toleration,  Pre-> 
cept,  or  Command  for  either  •  nor  no  pofitive 
Licence  from  the  Law  of  Nature , — but  the 
contrary . 

The  fecond  Principle  which  he  fates  in  his 
Title-page,  viz.  That  the  Human  Food  at 
firfi  was  only  the  Produce  of  the  Earth,  is 
the  pound  at  ion  of  my  Enquiry ,  and  on  which 
the  SuperfruBure  of  My  Reply  is  raifed  * 
But  in  this  we  difagree  as  to  the  Point  of 
Time,  the  Author  of  the  Enquiry  limiting  if 
immutable  till  the  Deluge  only y  and  I  have 
fuppofed  the  Bafis  Eternally  unalterable. 

There  is  another  Principle ,  relative  to  the 
Difagreementy  which  creates  fome  Difficulty 
to  reconcile  in  my  Reply  •  and  that  is,  our 
fetting  out  in  two  different  Lights.  1 ,  by  a 
mutual  Confent,  in  my  Qorrejpondence  with 
my  Friend,  have  taken  the  Light  of  Nature 
only  for  my  Guide,  to  avoid  endlefs  Centro- 
verfes  which  mufl  confequently  arife  from  dif¬ 
ferent  Explanations  of  Texts,  &c.  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Differtation  has  wholly  been  led  by 
Suppofed  Revelation,  and  in  that  Labyrinth 
has  Jo  entangled  the  Clue  of  his  Dejign,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  trace  him . 

I  call 


i 


7  call  it  Suppofed  Revelation,  becaufe  h? 
has  fo  interwoven  his  own  {Parenthesis- 
tic  al)  Sentiments  with  the 'Text,  effect  ally 
from  Page  66,  to  Page  78,  that  few  Read¬ 
ers ,  I  believe ,  can ,  without  a  great  deal  of 
Perplexity ,  diftinguifh  the  one  from  the  other . 

In  order  therefore  to  be  the  better  under - 
food,  and  in  the  plainejl  Method  to  extricate 
niyfelf  and  Reader  out  of  this  Difficulty ,  7 
have  divided  my  Reply  into  two  Parts :  The 
fir  ft  confifts  of  thofe  Letters  before-mentioned , 
as  they  relate  to  the  Subject  of  eating  any 
thing  that  had  Life ,  and  are  the  Rafis  to  a 
Reply  to  the  Differtation  in  general.  I  have 
given  you  the  entire  Letters  as  they  pafi,  be¬ 
caufe  as  the  Subject  is  in  fome  Places  inter¬ 
mix'  d  with  Things  no  way  relative ,  to  fepa- 
r ate  that  from  the  other  Parts  would  render 
it  confufed :  Rut  that  is  in  order  to  exhibit  a 
plain,  tho ’  not  a  diredt  Anfwer  to  his  fecond 
and  third  P  ropo fit  ions ;  and  that  Anfwer 
will  alfo  lead  me  to  the  fecond  Part  of  my 
Reply,  which  is,  to  examine  the  Rafis  he  has 
fix'd  his  Dissertation  on  in  general,  and 
how  far  this  Doctrine  he  would  cultivate  is 
confijlent  with  the  Rule  himfelf  hath  laid  down 
in  his  firfi  Propofition. 

1  am  neither  vain  enough  to  think  my f elf 
qualified  for  the  Undertaking,  or  that  I  have 
any  Advantage  in  the  Manner  of  treating  the 
Subject,  above  the  Author  of  the  niflertation* 
It  has  been  a  Tafk  I  have  voluntarily  en- 

a  gag'd 
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gezg’d  my f elf  in ,  and  only  to  revive  fome  fens} 
\ Thoughts  1  had  once  cheriff  d  as  FavouriteSi 
I  have  no  Way  intentionally  fram'd  a  Point 
of  Reafon^  at  leaf  fuch  as  appears  to  me  fo  * 
and  I  hope  the  barely  exercifng  a  Talent  in 
Controverfy  will  not  be  mifconfrued \  or  give 
Offence  to  my  Friends . 

IJ  in  fuck  an  Amufement  I  may  pafs  nn * 
cenfured  by  fome  of  the  diflinguifhing  Part  of 
Mankind,  I  Jhall  inwardly  feel  that  SatiJ- 
faBion  that  attends  a  Mind  inoffenfvely  im - 
ployed ,  and  perhaps  may  have  Courage  enough 
to  make  a  farther  Reply ,  if  the  Author  of 
the  Diflertation  Jhould  not  think  this  a  fuff - 
dent  Anfwer,  by 

Robert  Morris* 

Hyde-Park-ftreet, 

Dec .  31ft,  1 745. 
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A 

* 

REASONABLE  PLEA 

FOR  THE 

Animal  Creation : 

BEING 

A  Reply  to  a  late  Pamphlet ,  intituled , 
A  Differtation  on  the  voluntary 
Eating  of  Bloody  &c. 

Have  fet  forth  in  my  Preface, 
(which  ferves  as  an  Introduction 
to  this  Reply)  the  Motives  which 
induced  me  to  it;  nor  need  it  far- 
-  ther  Explanation  or  Defence;  the 
following  Letters  being  a  Part  only  of  what 
I  had  wrote  on  this  Subject,  I  (hall  not  lay 
fo  great  a  Strefs  on  them  as  I  ftiould  other- 
wife  do,  had  I  been  in  Poffeffion  of  the 
Whole  ;  but  thefe  may  perhaps  be  fufficient. 

I  have 


f  *  ]. 

I  have  no  Leave  to  give  you  the  An * 
fwers  of  my  Friend,  tho*  it  may  be  a  Mo¬ 
tive  perhaps  to  you  to  believe  my  Friend 

had  the  Advantage  in  the  Controverfy. - - 

You  (hall  fuppofe  he  had  ;  but  if  that  fhould 
be  admitted,  I  here  introduce  them,  to  op- 
pofe  the  Syftem  laid  down  by  the  Author  of 
the  Dijfertation .  I  have  not  altered  one 
Line  throughout  the  Letters,  nor  fuppreffed 
or  added  one  to  it  relating  to  the  Subjedt :  So, 
kind  Reader,  receive  them  as  they  follow  in 
Order,  ' 


Numb.  I. 


Feb.  3.  1737, 


To  Mr.  S.  D. 

f  .  \  r 

Dear  Friend , 

THere  is  a  certain  Interval  in  Time,  when 
we  give  a  Loofe  to  our  Imagination, 
and  let  it  wander  unmolefted  5  we  range, 
perhaps,  half  through  the  Univerfe  in  a  few 
Moments,  and  catch  the  Idea  of  fome  parti¬ 
cular  Thing  in  the  Ramble,  that  makes  a 
ftronger  Impreffion  upon  the  Memory  than 
another,  or  fome  Circumflance  more  re¬ 
markable  in  its  Nature,  than  Incidents  which 
are  common  and  familiar  to  us.  It  is  in  this 
Whirl  of  my  Fancy,  among  ten  thoufand 
different  Ideas,  you  have  more  immediately 
dwelt  in  my  Thoughts,  rofe  uppermoft,  and 
fcattered  every  confufed  Image,  and  fix’d  an 
Impreflion  not  ealily  to  be  worn  away.  In 

this 
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this  AbftraCtednefs  in  myfelf,  I  fit  down  to 
converfe  with  you  at  this  Di  fiance :  Can 
you  tell  me  what  fecret  Impulfe,  what  Pro¬ 
perties  thus  guide  or  attract  me  ?  what  mag- 
netick  Virtues  are  thofe,  which  have  more 
Power  to  fix  themfelves  to  us  in  a  diftin- 
guifh’d  Manner  than  others  ? 

I  could  weary  you  with  Enquiries  of  this 
Nature,  and  myfelf  in  the  Purfuit  of  them, 
if  I  thought  they  might  be  accounted  for. 
But  it  is  upon  this  Point  of  Philofophy  that 
you  receive  this  Letter.  I  have  been  con¬ 
templating  upon  this  great  Univerfe  with  all 
its  amazing  Wonders,  and  in  which  whole 
Ages  might  be  worn  away  with  Pleafure  :  I 
have  confidered  every  Atom  fingly  of  which 
it  is  compofed,  as  the  Produce  of  one  Al¬ 
mighty  Mind,  and  in  the  Links  of  Provi- 
ence  have  plac’d  myfelf  as  one  Wonder  to 
fill  up  the  Syftem. 

A  Flie ,  a  Mite ,  or  other  Infeff,  are  in 
the  fame  great  Chain  of  Beings  ;  and  if  I 
but  help  to  fill  up  the  Rank  of  the  Divin 
Works,  I  am  no  more  than  they.  Look 
upon  the  Mechanifm  of  a  Spider  with  aMi- 
crofcopic  Eye,  upon  the  Architecture  of 
the  Bee ,  &c.  let  Man  confider  the  Finenefs 
of  their  Texture  and  Compofure,  and  with 
what  ExaCt nefs  they  are  form’d,  and  he  will 
find  in  himfelf  nothing  to  be  vain  of.  If  I 
boaft  of  any  thing,  it  is  only  of  being  join’d 
with  you  in  this  great  Concatenation  of 

B  * Things , 


‘Things,  and  moving  with  you  In  one  of  its 

Revolutions. - My  Friend ,  when  we  are 

worn  out,  and  drop  infenfibly  into  the 
Crave,  we  only  leave  the  Space  to  be  filled 
up  in  the  next  fticceffive  Moment,  perhaps 
by  fome  other  Race  of  Creatures ,  who  corn- 
pleat  the  Harmony  of  Wonders  in  this  Struc¬ 
ture  of  the  Univerfe. 

What  new  Viciffitudes,  or  Changes,  we 
may  pafs  beyond  the  Period  of  our  Lives,  the 
created  Men  have  been  at  a  Lofs  to  form  an 
Idea  of;  all  arc  at  bed  only  Conjecture;  and 
when  we  have  tried  the  Variety  of  Opinions, 
few  or  none  perhaps  are  diffidently  fatisfac- 
tory. — To  be  Good  then,  is  to  be  Happy ;  it 
brings  a  Complacency  of  Mind  here,  and  if 
there  be  a  Hereafter  (as  few  doubt  of  it)  we 
are  lure  it  will  there  produce  a  proportion'd 
Felicity,  or  elfe  the  Divine  JuJtice  mud  be 
called  in  Queftion. 

You  may  find,  my  Friend,  by  this  Let¬ 
ter,  what  have  been  chiefly  and  latcd  my 
Thoughts ;  a  Melancholy  reigns  at  prefent 
over  me,  which  a  new  fucccfiive  Train  of 
gay  Images  may  dilperfe  ;  the  next  may  be 
mere  7/  'him  and  F ro/ick ;  of  fo  changeable 
Nature  are  we  made  I — yet  in  whatever  Va¬ 
riety  of  Humours  you  may  find  me,  I  hope, 

I  ihall  be  unalterably 

Tours,  &c. 

Numb. 
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Numb,  II.  To  the  fame . 


IT  is  now  an  Hour  of  Silence  through  the 
whole  Creation,  not  a  Breath  or  Whif- 
per  of  Air,  or  fanning  Zephyr  moves ;  I 
have  been  feeding^my  Imagination  with  the 
Planetary  Sydem,  have  rambled  through 
thofe  long  tracklefs  Paths  of  the  Orbs  above, 
and  in  my  Fancy  followed  them  to  Infinity, 
and  after  all,  with  Amazement,  retreated 
back  into  myfelf,  convinced  of  my  own 
Weaknefs  and  Ignorance,  as  being  of  no 
more  Significancy  in  the  great  Concatenation 
of  Beings  than  a  File  or  an  Atom  \  and 
yet,  whatever  is ,  is  right .  When  I  confi- 
der  how  every  Link  in  the  great  Chain  has 
its  Dependency  on  the  next,  I  am  charm’d 
into  Wonder ;  and  however  meanly  I  may 
place  myfelf  in  the  Rank  of  the  Works  of 
Providence,  I  dill  edeem  myfelf  one  of  its 
infi?iite  Wonders.  In  the  Creation  I  find 
myfelf  an  eflential  Part,  and  fill  the  Space  I 
aCt  in  as  a  dignified  Creature ;  but  then  I  am 
at  the  lowed  End  of  that  Infinity,  where  it 
decreafes  in  a  gradual  Progreffion  down  to  al- 
mod  nothing.  I  cannot  better  exprefs  myfelf 
than  in  the  following  Reflection :  “  The 
“  Elements,  of  which  we  are  compounded, 
t£  may  ferve  as  Mirrors  to  reprefen t  the  con- 
“  dant  Mutability  of  our  Nature  ;  fa  the 
“  devouring  Fire,  when  all  its  Fuel  is  fpent, 

B  2  “  decays 
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cl  decays  and  dies  5  Earth,  Air  and  Water, 
C£  all  are  fubjedt  to  Corruption,  and  from 
i£  thence  our  Generation  takes  its  Rife,  like- 
wife  thither  we  return  again.  This  is  the 
“  eternal  Circle  of  natural  Products;  the 
*'  Trees,  the  Flowers,  with  all  the  Vege- 
ct  table  Race,  the  Birds,  Beads,  and  Fifhes, 
<c  with  every  Species  of  Animals,  are  fo  ma- 
c<  ny  Remembrancers  of  our  Mortality ; 
“  which  Way  foever  we  turn  our  Eyes, 
sc  they  are  prefented  with  frefh  Images  of 
tc  human  Weaknefs ;  and  the  very  Breath 
<c  which  does  prolong  Life,  helps  equally  to 
“  fhorten  it,  fince  every  Refpiration  carries 
£C  away  fome  Portion  of  our  Subftance.  Our 
<c  finer  Particles  gradually  vanifh  into  Smoke 
‘ c  and  Air,  while  the  more  grofs  Remainder 
cc  fcums  off  into  noifom  Excrements  5  and 
<s  if  there  appear  a  Shew  of  any  thing  folia 
Ct  in  us  at  our  Death,  it  is  foon  reduced  to 
Afhes,  Dirt,  or  Worms ;  our  Bodies,  of 
<c  which  we  make  fo  great  Account  whilft 
<c  living,  are  left  in  the  Abyfs  of  univerfal 
€<  Matter  foon  after  Death. 

u  What  were  the  greateft  Prince  the  hap- 
€<  pier,  tho’  he  poffefs’d  the  whole  Circum- 
<c  ference  of  this  Globe  ?  It  is  but  a  mighty 
Ct  Heap  of  Dirt  or  Dung,  perpetually  ex- 
cc  haling  or  crumbling  away  ;  it  is  one  of 
*5  the  Difhes  which  compofe  the  Banquet 
<c  of  all-devouring  Time,  and  whilft  the  in- 
((  fulling  Monarchs  of  the  Earth  trample  on 
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<c  it  in  Difdain,  fpreading  their  Armies  far 
“  and  wide,  and  boarting  that  their  Empires 
“  have  no  Bounds,  each  does  but  haften  to 
“  fhut  himfelf  up  within  a  little  obfcure  and 
“  putrid  Hole,  not  much  fur  pa  fling  the  Li- 
“  mits  of  a  Mole-hill.” 

It  is  thus,  my  Friend,  I  humble  myfelf 
in  contemplating  what  I  am  5  I  ftudy  to 
know  the  Nature  of  Things,  but  am  no 
wifer  ;  cc  I  have  perufed  many  Books,  and 
c<  converfed  with  more  Men,  yet  none  of 
<c  them  all  can  inform  me  even  what  I  am 
“  myfelf:  How  then  fhall  I  be  able  tocom- 
ct  prehend  the  Effences  of  other  Things  ? 
“  The  Ideas  of  Infinity  are  too  much  for  the 
c<  Grafp  of  our  finite  Underftandings,  they 
are  too  narrow  for  the  Conception.” 

In  this  melancholy  Mood  I  fit  refigned  to 
Heaven,  with  a  Mind  as  ferene  as  the  He- 
mifphere,  not  a  Paffion  to  ruffle  or  difcom- 
pofe  it;  if  any  thing  feems  particularly  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  me,  it  is  an  Infirmity  in  Nature, 
the  Want  of  Sleep.  I  fit  yawning  and  writ¬ 
ing  with  equal  Dulnefs ;  and  if  I  forcibly 
pleafe  my  Imagination  in  conveying  my  Sen¬ 
timents  to  you,  I  would  not  lay  a  Reftraint 
upon  your  Goodnefs,  and  oblige  you  to  bear 
with  my  Impertinence,  as  well  as  my  other 
Imperfections. 

I  am  now  carting  my  Eye  toward  the 
Bottom  of  the  Paper,  to  fee  whether  there  is 
Space  enough  left  for  me  to  reafon  myfelf 

into 
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Into  a  better  Opinion  of  Mankind,  or  to  form 
a  more  favourable  Sentiment  of  the  Dignity 
of  human  Nature,  and  find  there  is  by  far 
too  much ;  in  a  word,  I  efteem  myfelf  a 
Rational  Being,  and  that  is  a  Superiority  of 
Excellence  above  all  the  reft  of  the  Creation. 
I  have  the  Faculty  of  Speech  and  Reafon, 
and  may  be  capable  of  enjoying  a  State  of 
Happinefs  hereafter ;  at  leaft  it  is  no  way 
unreafonable  to  expedt  it,  fince  it  is  agreea¬ 
ble  to  our  Nature,  and  the  Goodnefs  and 
Redtitude  of  the  divine  Perfections. 

I  could  now  turn  the  Tables  upon  myfelf, 
and  even  prove,  that  it  is  more  than  proba¬ 
ble,  that  there  will  be  a  State  after  Death  ; 
that  when  once  this  Prifon  of  ours  (hall  be 
demolifh’d  by  a  Tempeft  of  Misfortunes, 
the  Decays  of  Time,  or  fome  other  Difafter 
crumbling  to  its  native  Duft,  then  fhall  the 
Soul  ftiake  off  thofe  Clogs  of  Mortality,  and 
pluming  its  Pinions,  mount  aloft  and  fly  at 
large  in  the  open  Firmament,  in  the  Infinity 
of  Space,  Light,  and  Wifdom. 

But  now,  with  regard  to  my  own  Reft, 
as  well  as  yours,  I  withdraw  (from  this  re¬ 
mote  Converfation  with  you)  to  my  Bed, 
wifhing  you  all  Peace  and  Happinefs  here, 
and  eternal  Felicity  hereafter. 

Iam,  in  the  literal  Senfe  of  the  Word, 

Monday  Night  1 2  o'  Clock 9 

July  3,  1738.  lOUrs,  &C, 

Numb. 


[  1 


Numb.  III.  To  the  fame. 

Aug.  19,  1738. 

\ 

T  Have  this  Evening  been  amufing  myfelf 
with  fome  of  the  Beauties  of  Homer  ; 
and  am  not  a  little  pleas'd  with  the  marvel¬ 
lous  Exprcffions  •>  I  will  beg  Leave  to  quote 
a  few  Lines  from  the  19th  Book  of  the  7- 
liad%  about  the  Horfes  of  Achilles ,  and  (hall 
only  make  a  few  Remarks  as  they  occurr’d 
to  me  in  reading  them. 

1 

Ver.  440. 

Xanthus  and  Balius !  of  Podarge’j  Strain , 

( Unlefs  ye  boaft  that  heav'nly  Race  in  vain ) 

Be  fwift ,  be  mindful  of  the  Load  ye  bear , 

And  learn  to  make  your  Majler  more  your  Care  ; 
Thro' falling  Squadrons  bear  my  flaught'ring  Sword, 
Nor ,  as  ye  left  Patroclus,  leave  your  Lord . 

The  gen'rous  Xanthus,  as  the  Words  he  faid , 
Seem'd  fenfible  of  Woe>  and  droop'd  bis  Head : 

T v'embhng  he  flood  before  the  golden  Wain , 

And  bow'd  to  Luft  the  Honours  of  his  Mane  ; 
When ,  ftrange  to  tell !  (fo  Juno  will'd)  he  broke 
Eternal  Silence  *,  and  Portentous  fpoke , — &c.  &c. 

Ver.  464. 

Then  ceas'd  for  ever ,  by  the  Furies  ty'd,  . 

His  fateful  Voice.  Th '  int tepid  Chief  reply* d. 

With 
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With  unabated  Rage - So  let  it  be  ! 

Portents  and  Prodigies  are  loft  on  me  ; 

I  know  my  Fates :  to  die ,  to  fee  no  more 

My  much -lov'd  Parents ,  and  my  native  Shore - - 

Enough — — when  Heav'n  ordains ,  I  fink  in  Night ; 
Now  perijh  Troy  j  he  faidy  and  rujh'd  to  fight. 

Upon  reading  the  Paffage  here  quoted,  I 
happen’d  to  remember  your  laft  Letter,  in 
which  you  have  with  great  Reafon  been  an 
Advocate  for  the  Rationale  of  Animals. — I 
for  my  Part,  of  late  Years,  have  not  only 
thought  them  Competitors  with  us  for  Im¬ 
mortality,  but  likewife  ufed  the  whole  Race 
of  Animals  with  a  Tendernefs  not  foreign  to 
the  Affedions  of  Humanity.  Their  Sports  and 
Frolicks,  their  Adions  of  Obftinatenefs,  &c. 
flow  from  fome thing  that  foibles  our  Under- 
ftanding,  but  then  the  fame  Perverfenefs  and 
Follies  reign  through  the  whole  Race  of 
Men.  Permit  me  to  fay,  that  if  we  differ 
only  in  Speech,  it  can  be  no  Bar  to  their 
Immortality  j  however,  as  to  Shape  and  Sa¬ 
gacity,  a  Monkey  has  at  lead  a  Claim. 

Their  Pains  and  Difeafes,  as  well  as 
friendly  Fidelity,  are  fo  fimilar  to  the  Frail¬ 
ty  and  Affedions  of  human  Nature,  and 
their  manner  of  Dying  fo  correfpondent  to 
ours,  that  puts  it  as  it  were  pafl  Difpute, 
that  they  may  be  at  leal!  capable  of  as  much 
Happinefs,  according  to  their  prefen t  Organs 
of  Senfaticn,  as  we  are. 


If 
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If  it  were  poffible  to  write  the  Hiilory 
of  a  Man,  with  every  minute  Circumdance 
of  his  Life  from  the  Cradle  to  his  Grave, 
and  let  down  all  his  Follies  and  Imper- 
tinencies,  and  impartially  record  every 
Weaknefs,  as  well  as  his  noble  Actions,  I 
will  venture  to  affirm,  an  impartial  Hidory 
of  a  Horfe  would,  in  the  active  Part,  appear 
every  way  as  Rational :  There  is  no  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  their  venal  Affections,  their  Sports, 
their  every  Adtion  that  their  Structure  is 
fitted  for.  And  as  for  Reflection,  I  dare  af¬ 
firm,  they  have  a  Capacity  equal  to  us :  It  is 
plain  they  have  a  Power  to  didinguilh 
Things,  and  their  Memory  is  as  retentive, 
and  built  upon  the  fame  Hypothefis  as  our’s. 
If  my  Horfe  darts  at  a  cover’d  Waggon, 
even  I  myfelf  have  frequently  done  the  lame 
at  the  Sight  of  a  Spider,  and  perhaps  he  has 
greater  Reafon  for  his  Fear  :  Sympathy  or 
Antipathy  are  vifible  in  them  as  well  as  we. 

Through  all  Ages  Philofophers  have  been 
of  this  Opinion.  Pythagoras  taught  this 
DoCtrine  ;  and  we  find  to  this  Day  the  Ori¬ 
entals  dill  preferve  it  in  their  Schools  and 
Seminaries  of  Learning  ;  it  is  receiv’d  and 
cherifhcd  as  a  true  Opinion  by  fome  in  all 
Countries  from  England  to  India .  Confu¬ 
cius's  Difciples  retain  it  there,  as  well  as  the 
Dilciples  of  Mahmut ,  of  ever  happy  Me¬ 
mory,  of  which  Number  I  do  myfelf  the 
Honour  to  boaft  of  being  one.  That  Ara- 

C  .  hi  an 
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bian  Slave,  that  Miracle  of  a  Man,  has  led 
me  into  a  Track  of  Thought  about  the  Ra¬ 
tionale  of  Animals,  that  I  believe  I  (hall 
cherifti  till  Death,  without  you,  or  fome 
abler  Logician  can  prove  me  In  an  Error. 

You  will  excule  this  long  Digreffion, 
when  I  tell  you  it  was  to  (hew  how  much 
Homer  held  of  the  Pythagorean  Faith,  he 
makes  Xanthus  of  a  heavenly  Race. 

Book  xvii.  v.  502. 

- - Nor  Jove  difdain'd  to  caft  a  pitying  Eook% 

While  thus  relenting  to  the  Steeds  hefpoke : 

Unhappy  Courfers  of  immortal  Strain  ! 

Exempt  from  Age ,  and  deathless  now  in  vain  % 
Did  we  your  Race  on  mortal  Man  hejiow , 

Only ,  alas  f  to  floare  in  mortal  Woe  ? 

For ,  ah  !  what  is  there ,  of  inferior  Birth , 

That  breathes ,  or  creeps  along  the  Duft  of  Earth  ; 
What  wretched  Creature ,  of  what  wretched  Kindv 
Eh  an  Man  more  weak ,  calamitous  and  blind  ? 

A  miferable  Race  ! 

This  Compliment  of  Jupiter  to  Xanthus , 
plainly  intimates  the  Opinion  receiv’d  in  Bo¬ 
nier  $  Days,  and  the  Power  given  to  him  by 
Jupiter  of  knowing  the  Fates ;  and  in  the 
Paflage  before  quoted,  of  telling  it  to  Achil¬ 
les ,  is  another  Circumftance  of  the  Refpedt 
due  to  thofe  Beings.  I  do  not  remember 
any  where  in  the  Iliad ,  where  Jove  con  de¬ 
fends  to  tell  any  Hero  their  particular  Fate  ; 
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the  Oracles  were  always  doubtful,  a  Clap  of 
Thunder,  or  fome  other  Omen ;  but  here 
Jove  talks  to  the  Horfes,  tells  them  the  Fate 
of  the  Grecians ,  and  their  own  ;  and  in  the 
19th  Book  they  tell  it  Achilles .  We  find  in 
the  Speeches  of  Homer ,  that  He 61 or ,  Achil - 
leSj  Anti loc bus ,  and  Menelaus ,  Heroes  of 
principal  Character,  have  been  introduced 
talking  to  their  Steeds.  All  which  plainly 
intimates  the  Opinion  of  ancient  Times,  of 
the  Reafon  and  Underftanding  of  Animals. 

I  am  pleafed  with  that  heroic  Refolution 
in  Achilles : 

- So  let  it  be. 

Tor  tents  and  Prodigies  are  loft  on  me ,  &c. 

There  is  fomething  very  majeftick  in  the 
ExprelTion,  not  daring,  but  worthy  a  Chri- 
ftian,  or  a  Philofopher. 

- When  Heav'n  ordains ,  I  fink  in  Night . 

What  I  have  wrote  has  rather  been  with 
an  Intent  to  divert  my  own  Thoughts,  than 
any  way  with  a  Defign  to  pleafe  you  ;  it 
would  be  vain  in  me  to  expect,  that  any 
Starts  of  my  Fancy  can  pofiibly  give  you 
any  tolerable  Satisfaction  worth  your  Perufal. 
Such  indigefted  Chaos  can  at  beft  only  be  a 
kind  of  Spur  to  a  nobler  Genius  3  or  like  a 
Stone  you  whet  your  Knife  on,  to  fharpen 

C  2  it : 
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it :  I  need  not  repeat  my  own  Failings  to 
you,  only  I  am  determined  to  write,  ’till  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  I  give  you  any  Un- 
eafinefs  through  my  Folly  in  fo  doing. 

♦ 

! 

I  am ,  dear  Sir , 

% 

Tour  s  affectionately „ 


Numb.  IV.  To  the  fame. 

London ,  Sept.  3 d,  1738. 

I  Had  prepar’d,  and  v/as  ready  to  fet  out 

for - ,  as  foon  as  I  had  dined,  but  the 

Rain  prevented  me ;  I  fat  down  contented, 
knowing  that  the  Winds,  the  Rain,  or  more 
tempeftuous  Meteors,  are  impartially  fcat- 
tered  up  and  down  the  Univerfe,  for  fome 
wife  .Ends  of  Providence  (which  is  better 
exprefied  G  O  D) :  He  direfts  the  Seminal 
and  Prolifick  Showers  to  barren  and  delart 
Places,  which  give  new  Life  and  Vigour  to 
Plants  and  Vegetables ;  replenifheth  the  de¬ 
cay’d  Veffels  with  Plenitude  of  Matter  to 
fuftain  and  frudtify,  to  nourifh  and  preferve 
the  whole  Race  of  Plants,  and  Flowers,  and 
Trees,  &c.  whofe  Nutriment  is  dependent 
on  the  Earth. 

I  was  led  into  this  Thought,  by  your 
telling  me  you  was  turn’d  Gardener  ;  and  by 
your  Letter  I  find  the  fame  Expreffion  with¬ 
out 
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out  further  Expletive.  I  take  it  as  an  A-  ‘ 
mufement,  an  Employ  of  Pleafure,  and  your 
Letter  hardly  explains  any  better,  by  faying, 

?c  From  a  very  idle  Life,  to  a  very  bufy  one." 

- — In  fhort,  my  dear  Friend,  I  am  at  a  Lofs 
to  know  how,  and  where  this  Tranfition  has 
happen’d. - Whether  ASiive  or  Specula¬ 

tive  >  or,  is  it  fome  Treatife  you  are  com- 
pofing  op  that  Science  ?  You  have  mention’d 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton's  Seat,  as  a  fine 
Situation  ;  believe  me,  I  am  furpris’d  I  had 
not  heard  of  it  before,  being  fo  frequently 
at  Wickham ,  and  made  fuch  Enquiry  after 
Places  of  fine  Profpedt,  or  rural  Scenes ;  but 
as  I  am  to  go  down  about  Michaelmas ,  I 
promife  myfelf  the  fame  agreeable  Pleafure 
in  the  Survey  as  you  have  had  ;  the  pretty 
Image  you  give  me  of  it,  would  tempt  me 
as  far,  if  I  had  not  Bujinefs  to  draw  me ; 
but  joining  That  and  the  Pleafure  together, 

I  expedt  to  reap  a  double  Advantage  in  the 
Survey ;  I  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  let  you 
have  my  Opinion  of  it,  and  doubt  not  but  I 
fhall  add  it  to  my  Ejfay  upon  Harmony ,  which 
is  almoft  ready  for  the  Prefs. 

When  the  Omnipotent  diftributed  the  Sons 
of  human  Race  up  and  down  the  feveral 
Countries  and  Climates  of  this  Globe,  he 
doubtlefs  furnifh’d  every  Part,  every  Region 
with  Gifts  and  Products  of  Fertility  and  De¬ 
light  agreeable  to  the  Inhabitants ;  to  this 
End  he  has  fcatter'd  up  and  down  the  Sur¬ 
face 
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face  of  the  Earth,  an  infinite  Variety  of 
Roots,  Herbs,  Fruits,  Seeds,  &c.  for  our 
Ufe,  Food  and  Nutriment ;  and  the  Tribe 
of  Animals  likewife  afford  us  a  Store  of 
Milk,  Honey,  &c.  The  Fountains,  Rivers, 
Lakes,  fupply  us  with  fweet  refrefhing  Wa¬ 
ter;  we  have  Wine  and  Oil,  and  infinite 
Benefits  and  Enjoyments,  for  Food,  &c. 
Cloathing  almoft  fpontaneoufly  produced  ; 
to  prolong  our  Lives  by  Sobriety,  &c.  and 
to  enjoy  this  World  as  in  a  Garden,  always 
furfeiting  as  it  were  on  a  Paradife  of  Health, 
—  I  almoft  envy  you  your  new  Scene  of  Fe¬ 
licities,  your  Fruits  and  Herbs,  and  other 
Dainties  which  the  Earth  produceth. — Could 
we,  my  Friend,  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
Bounty  of  Heaven,  and  pregnant  Fertility  of 
the  Earth,  fit  down  contented  with  Herbs 
and  other  genuine  Products  of  her  Soil,  I 
believe  we  might  fleep  with  more  peaceful 
Quietude,  and  procure  a  greater  Length  of 
Days.  The  Fevers  and  other  Maladies  in¬ 
cident  to  human  Nature,  being  moftly  the 
Produce  of  rich  Viands  and  intemperate  and 
luxurious  Living,  and  in  our  Food  chiefly 
Multitudes  of  unfeen  Difeafes  are  impreg¬ 
nated. 

But  Blood  and  Flefh  with  a  voracious  Ap¬ 
petite  we  devour,  and  glut  ourfelves  with 
Slaughter'd  Animals,  perhaps  endued  with 
Reafon  equal  to  ourfelves ;  it  may  be  we 
cannot  affirm,  that  they  poffefs  one  fo  perfedt 

as 
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as  ours,  but  that  Perfe&ion  is  acquir'd  by 
Difcipline,  which  the  Generality  of  Brutes 
want.  They  have  no  Seminaries  of  Litera¬ 
ture,  nor  Cambridge ,  Oxford ,  nor  Eaton  or 
Wefminjier ,  where  Arts  and  Sciences  are 
taught  by  Rules.  —  No,  Nature  is  their  only 
School- Miftrefs,  and  they  learn  her  Inftruc- 
tions  with  wonderful  Promptnefs  and  Saga¬ 
city.  The  Elements  founded  by  the  infinite 
Creator  ferve  them  as  a  Book,  to  teach  them 
all  the  Knowledge  which  is  necefifary  for 
their  Well-being  here. 

I  am  infenlibly  dropt  upon  my  old  Topic, 
by  which  you  may  judge  that  I  believe  it  in- 
confiftent  with  Humanity  to  eat  Flefh,  in- 
confiftent  with  our  Nature,  or  the  Intentions 
of  God  in  our  firft  Formation,  to  imbrue 
our  Teeth  in  the  Blood  of  Animals.  They 
have  the  fame  Senfe  of  Pleafure  and  Pain  as 
we  have,  and  we  put  them  to  an  equal  Tor¬ 
ture  with  us  by  a  Wound  given  to  them ;  if 
fo,  it  is  at  bed  a  Cruelty  to  deft roy  them.  I 
would  fain  know  of  you,  that  if  I  believe  it 
criminal  to  eat  Flefh,  and  continue  fo  to  do, 
whether  I  do  not  live  in  a  Sin  againft  Con¬ 
fidence,  againft  Nature,  which  is  the  greateft 
of  Sins ;  if  by  her  I  am  convidted,  if  that 
faithful  Monitor  fets  it  before  me  as  criminal 
to  feed  on  the  animal  Creation,  I  fieem  to  need 
no  other  Remonftrance. 

If  by  refraining  I  fihould  impair  my  Health, 
and  fhorten  my  allotted  Days,  That  may 

be 
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be  equally  criminal;  to  be  allur’d  That 
will  be  the  Event,  is  a  Crime  as  bad  as  con¬ 
tinuing  as  I  am  ;  and  if  Phyficians  fay  true, 
fuch  will  be  the  Event  of  fuch  Abftinence. 
This  then  is  a  Paradox,  to  fay  Herbs  and  Ve¬ 
getables  prolong  Life,  to  refrain  from  Meat 
Shortens  it. — If  by  the  Manner  of  my  being 
brought  up,  I  am  involv’d  in  this  Labyrinth, 
tell  me  the  fhorteft  Method  to  extricate  my 
felf  out  of  it. 

You  will  excufe  me  if  I  charge  you  with 
Indolence  ;  your  Letters  are  fo  contracted  in 
their  Dimenfions,  or  limited  in  fuch  narrow 
Boundaries,  that  you  leave  fo  great  a  Chafm 
at  the  Bottom  of  your  Page,  I  fhall  have 
room  enough  left  to  draw  a  Note  upon  you 
over  your  Name,  and  for  the  future  oblige 
you  to  end  your  Borders  with  fome  Cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  the  Plots  in  that  Part  of  your  Garden 
are  un manur’d ;  and  to  let  fo  fertile  a  Soil 
lie  wafle,  is  a  Negligence  unpardonable. 

It  is  true,  you  have  the  Happinefs  to  ex- 
prefs  yourfelf  well  in  few  Words,  I  labour 
under  a  Difadvantage,  an  inferior  Ability  ; 
you  fow  more  perhaps  in  your  Plot,  one 
Moiety  of  the  Magnitude  of  mine,  and  fo 
well  difpofe  of  the  Seed,  that  more  comes  to 
Maturity  than  in  my  Soil ;  fuch  a  one  as 
Hamlet  fays  it  is. 

Fie  on't !  Uts  an  unweeded  Garden , 

Where  all  Things  Bank  and  Vile  grow  in  ~ 


Or, 
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Or,  as  I  have  obferv’d  in  Situation  in  the 
1 8 cth  Pa a;e  of  mv  Lectures: 

A  /hocking  Precipice,  or  uncouth  Wild, 

Where  Nature  no  prolifick  Seed  hath  Jhed ; 

Beyond  the  Art  of  Man  to  cultivate , 

A  kind  of  Pleating,  Dreadful,  Rugged  Scene  ! 

Or,  in  the  191ft  Page  : 

1  4  * 

No  verdant  Spot ,  nor  azure  Violet  Bed ,  &c. 

Pardon  me  that  I  pirate  from  myfelf,  that 
may  be  a  double  Violence  offer’d  to  your 
Patience,  ’tis  adding  Fuel  to  the  catching 
Blaze ;  or,  as  I  have  better  exprefs’d  it  in 
Panthea ;  “  Like  pouring  Oil  to  flop  the 
<£  catching  Blaze.”  —  Dear  Friend,  I  have 
lengthen’d  my  Letter  to  fet  you  an  Exam¬ 
ple.  God  prolper  you  in  every  Undertaking, 
is  the  hearty  and  fincere  Wifli  of 

Tour  faithful  and 

ajf'eclionate  Friend ,  See. 

Numb.  V.  To  the  fame. 

London ,  Sept,  ijth,  ly 33. 

Y  Have  now  before  me  your  Defence  of 
*  Murdering  Animals  (Pardon  me  that  I 

D  ufe 
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ufe  that  harfh  ExprefTion.)  You  tell  me, 
e£  There  would  be  ten  times  more  Unhap- 
u  pinefs  and  Slaughter  among  themfelves, 
£C  did  we  not  keep  them  under  proper  Re- 
tc  gulation  and  Government.”— — You  will 
excufe  me,  as  I  have  a  vacant  Hour,  if  I 
anfwer  your  Objections  by  Paragraphs,  only 
for  the  Sake  of  writing  to  you  to  amufe 
you. - To  this  Firft  I  reply  :  Thofe  Ani¬ 

mals  which  we  eat,  are  for  the  moft  part 
Gentle  and  Tame  by  Nature,  nor  is  their 
Food  any  thing  but  what  Nature  fponta- 
neoufly  produceth  ;  they  have  no  voracious 
Calls  or  Injuries  to  revenge,  or  other  Cruel¬ 
ties  to  offer  5  thofe  Principles  are  no  where 

elfe,  or  at  leaft  chiefly  in  Man  refide. - 

Suppofe  there  fliould  be  a  Difagreement  of 
Interefts  in  the  Variety  of  Animals,  and 
luch  Difcord  fliould  prompt  them  to  devour 
each  other ;  I  may  venture  to  affirm  not  one 
hundredth  Part  would  by  that  Means  be 
deftroyed  that  are  now.  What  Animals 
preys  upon  the  Ox,  the  Sheep,  &c  ?  The 
Fowls  are  very  little  preferved  by  us  more 
than  Nature  has  provided  for  their  Defence  $ 
and  as  to  Fifh,  I  hope  you  will  grant  they 
are  not  under  your  proper  Regulation  and 
Government. 

You  fay  :  ££  Where  would  they  find 

<£  Paflure,  did  we  not  manure  and  inclofe 
££  the  Land  for  them  ?”  Sir,  there  are  in 
all  Countries  innumerable  Tracks  of  Land 

un~ 
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unmanured  and  uncultivated  ;  to  thefe  thev 
would  fly  for  Refuge,  feek  Food,  and  re- 
pofe  in  them  fafe  from  the  Toils  and  Snares 
of  Men.  But  grant  me  Liberty  to  fay  fuchEn- 
clofures  are  made  chiefly  for  our  own  Sakes, 
thofe  Fruits  and  Herbage  we  enclofe  from 
them,  for  our  own  ufe,  our  Corn  to  lay  up 
in  Granaries,  our  Grafs  for  Provender  in  the 
Winter,  our  Fruits  and  Herbage  to  pamper 
our  venal  Appetites,  fqch  Delicacies  are  not 
intended  for  them  ;  therefore  I  muft  beg 
Leave  to  fay,  Nature  has  furnifhed  them 
with  other  Conveniences,  and  fufficient  to 
fupply  every  Want. 

Again - <£  What  would  become  of  their 

c‘  Young,  did  we  not  nurfe  and  affift  them  ? 
ct  we  fold  them,  fuckle  them,  we  proted 
<c  them  from  Foxes,  and  other  Beafts  of 
<£  Prey.”— Now,  Sir,  permit  me  the  Liberty 
to  fay,  all  this  is  mere  Farce  :  We  nurfe  and 
aflift  them,  it  is  true,  but  to  what  End  ? 
To  eat  them,  and  for  that  End  alfo  proteft 
them  from  Foxes ,  and  other  Beafts  of  Prey, 
for  Food  for  Man.  As  to  our  Nurfery, 
they  do  not  want  it,  Providence  has  wifely 
ordained  the  Earth,  our  common  Parent,  to 
be  their  Phyfician  ;  to  it  they  feek  for  Re¬ 
lief  in  their  Maladies,  and  from  thence  pro¬ 
long  their  Days.  As  to  their  Young,  pray 
Sir,  confider  how  many  Calves,  Lambs,  Tur- 
key-Polts,  young  Pigeons,  Pigs,  &c.  we 
deflroy  daily,  and  even  fuperfluoufly  ;  if 
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thefe  were  left  to  live,  thofe  wTould  fill  up 
the  Gaps  made  by  fighting  Beings,  that  yon 
fay  {laughter  one  another.  My  dear  Friend, 
tell  me  by  a  modeft  Computation,  what 
number  of  Foxes  you  think  may  be  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  fuch  Animals  which  they  prey 
upon  ;  and  then  tell  me,  whether  you  think 
there  would  not  be  Food  enough  to  preferve 
them,  if  they  were  to  eat  only  one 
hundredth  Part  of  what  are  now  deftroyed. 
And  laftly,  I  mu  ft  tell  you  what  Wifdom 
tjaere  is  in  Providence  ;  if  Naturalifts  fay 
true,  a  Bitch  Fox  never  has  a  Litter  of 
Whelps,  till  the  old  Bitch  Fox  her  Dam  is 
dead ;  if  fo,  I  believe  God  defigned  it  for 
fome  wife  End,  to  make  them  lefs  popular, 
&c.  an  End  which,  like  all  other  Ends  of 
divine  Goodnefs,  is  unfathomable. 

You  fay  like  wife  :  cc  How  many  would 
“  perifti  in  Lakes,  Rivers,  Ditches,  &c.  did 
“  not  we  fecurethem  within  properBounds.” 
Believe  me,  Sir,  no  more  than  do  now  ;  or 
do  you  mean,  were  you  not  to  keep  the 
Lakes,  Rivers,  Ditches, ©Y  in  proper  Bounds ; 
if  fo,  that  is  for  your  own  Security.  We 
hear  of  more  Men  being  drowned  by  Acci¬ 
dents,  than  of  any  other  Animal ;  and  Man 
is  as  liable  to  perifti  in  an  Inundation  as  a 
Brute  ;  they  know  how  to  Ihun  a  Lake,  a 
Precipice,  &c.  as  well  as  we  do,  and  if  they 
are  led  by  the  Nofe,  I  muft  tell  you  bir,  fo  are 
many  Men.— — In  fhort,  I  would  not  have 

my 
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my  Brother  Animal  thought  to  be  fo  help- 

lefs  a  Being  as  you  imagine.- - I  do  not 

find  that  they  get  drunk,  asa  Friend  of 
yours  did  very  lately,  and  was  lick  a  whole 
Week  after;  I  do  not  lee  them  dancing  a 
(lack  Rope,  or  Hiding  from  the  Top  of  a 
Tower,  &c.  as  our  Tumblers  do  ;  nor  do  I 
hear  that  thev  ever  drown  themfelves  vo- 

J 

luntarily.  And  after  all,  if  you  do  keep  them 
within  Bounds,  you  have  their  Wool 
to  cloath  you,  you  pluck  the  Feathers  from 
them  alive,  as  in  the  Fenu  Countries,  to 
make  you  eafy  Beds  5  your  Lands  are  plough¬ 
ed,  your  Burthens  carried,  your  Toils  and 
Drudgeries  are  performed  for  it  by  them  ; 
and  1  dare  affirm,  was  a  Man  to  fee  a  Par¬ 
tridge  drowning,  he  would  not  endeavour  to 
lave  it  for  the  Sake  of  preferving  its  Life,  but 
only  to  eat  it. 

You  likewife  fay  one  undeniable  Truth, 

that  is - “  How  would  they  fight  and 

<c  murder  one  another,had  not  wean Interejl 
“  in  them  to  prevent  or  compofe  their 
<c  Quarrels.’— — — Right!  There’s  your 
Tendernefs  and  Affection,  to  compofe  their 
Quarrels,  &c.  for  what?  becauje  we  have  an 
Interejl  in  them.  This  I  grant  you  to  be 
true*  but  this  Interejl  is  fuch  a  one,  that 
makes  againll  your  Arguments ;  it  is  an 
Interejl  no  lels  than  your  Food,  your  belov¬ 
ed  Blood ,  your  propenfe  Defigns  of  com- 
pofing  their  Differences,  are  very  vifible. — 

Pray, 

j  ? 
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Pray,  my  dear  Friend,  if  two  Sparrows 
happen  to  be  fighting  near  you,  do  you  na¬ 
turally  fling  a  Stone  at  them  to  part  them, 
or  do  you  amicably  reafon  with  them,  and 
by  Authority  feparate  them  ?  No.^- but  your 
Fowls  in  the  Yard  you  are  afraid  will  kill 
one  another  if  they  fight,  therefore  you  part 
them.- — Pray  for  what  End ?  Becaufe, 
Sir,  they  are  not  yet  jat  enough  for  my 
Eating,  or  it  may  be,  I  dined  to-day  upon 
one  of  the  fame  Brood. 

My  Friend,  you  fee  how  warm  I  am 
grown  in  defence  of  my  beloved  Animals ; 
excufe  me  if  I  take  the  Liberty  only  to 
quote  your  laft  Paragraph  on  this  Head. 
— — ' u  To  conclude,  they  mull  die  once, 
<c  and  I  think  it  much  better  for  them  to 
“  live  a  lhort  Time  in  Plenty  and  Eafe, 
<c  than  to  be  left  expofed  to  their  Enemies, 
€C  drag  on  a  miferable  Life,  and  die  (like 

“  Count  Seckendorff )  by  Inches. - At 

firft  Sight  this  fhews  a  kind  Concern  for 
them  ;  but  I  wonder  you  don’t  begin  the 
Example  on  your  fellow  Creatures,  by 
knocking  fome  young  Fellow  on  the  Head, 
whole  Parents  have,  by  Misfortunes,  left 
him  in  a  State  that  is  likely  to  end  very 
uncomfortably  ;  this  would  fhew  a  gene¬ 
rous  Concern  indeed,  not  to  fuffer  him  to 
live  a  Life,  which  muft  neceflarily  be  atten¬ 
ded  with  Pains,  Poverty,  Difeafes,  Old  Age, 
and  a  thoufand  Inquietudes  ;  and  as  he  can 
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die  but  once,  ’t  would  (by  the  fame  Rule) 
be  generous  to  cut  him  off  to  prevent  his 
falling  into  the  above  Calamities. 

But  to  be  ferious . - Pray  how  are  we 

fure  that  the  laft  Period  of  their  Days  may 
not  be  as  agreeable  as  the  Beginning  ?  ’Tis 
cruel  to  think  to  fnatch  them  fhort  off  in  the 
midft  of  an  agreeable  Life  ;  ’tis  taking  from 
them  a  Felicity,  which  does  not  redound 
to  our  Credit  fo  to  do. — But  much  lefs  fo, 
when  we  confider  the  Motives  that  induce 
us  to  it ;  inftead  of  a  friendly  Concern  for 
their  future  Well-doing,  we  aim  at  the 
Gratification  of  our  own  fenfual  Appetites, 
a  Pleafure  we  propofe  to  enjoy  ourfelves,  by 
fuch  an  Adi:  and  how  far  confident  it  is 
with  a  rational  Being,  with  Pythagoras  s 
golden  Rule  of  doing  as  we  would  be  done 
to  ;  I  fay,  how  far  it  is  agreable  to  thefe 
Principles,  I  would  have  you  confider. — 
Man  is  but  one  Link  in  the  great  Concate¬ 
nation  of  Beings,  and  to  ufurp  an  Authority 
over  any  other  part  of  the  Chain  is  indeed 
Pride ,  rank  Pnde ,  and  Haughtinefs  of 
Soul ,  which  I  pray  Heaven  to  keep  from 
vou  and  from,  Dear  Sir, 

Tour  ajfedlionate  Friend , 

and  Humble  Servant, 


Numb.  VI.  To  the  fame . 


'OEFORE  we  enter  immediately  upon  the 
intended  Controverfy  about  the  Right 
of  eating  Animals ;  I  would  beg  Leave  fird 
to  endeavour  to  unprejudice  your  Mind, 
by  (hewing  the  Primitive  and  Religious 
Notions  of  eating  Flefh :  They  eftablifhed 
their  Reafons  upon  a  fundamental  Law  in 
Nature ,  the  original  Judice  of  the  World, 
which  teaches  us  not  to  do  that  to  another 
which  we  would  not  have  another  do  to 
us.  Now  fince  'tis  evident  that  no  Man 
would  willingly  become  the  Food  of  Beads  3 
therefore  by  the  fame  Rule,  he  ought  not  to 
prey  on  them. 

Upon  this  Balls  of  Equity,  the  Indians , 
and  other  Eaflern  Countries,  built  their 
moral  Virtues ;  they  thought  they  might  as 
well  eat  the  Flefh  of  their  purchafed  Slaves 
or  Enemies,  as  that  of  Beads,  having  an 
equal  Right  to  their  Life  and  Death  as  over 
Beads ;  therefore,  from  their  fird  Progeni¬ 
tors,  they  have  kept  inviolable  the  Law  of 
Nature,  have  never  defiled  themfelvcs 
with  rhe  Blood  of  Man  or  Bead  ;  hut  every 
one  contenting  himfelf  with  his  Native 
Home,  Stall,  and  the  Fruits  of  his  own 
Land,  fit  under  the  Shade  of  his  own  Trees, 
and  bathe  themfelves  in  the  adjoining  Streams, 
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go  in  Peace  into  the  Houfes  of  their  rural 
Gods,  and  prefent  them  with  Fruits  and 
Flowers,  and  fuch  Things  as  the  Ground 
brings  forth.  The  Birds  range  the  Air 
without  Fear  of  the  Fowler,  the  Hind 
•  and  timorous  Hare  fcamper  about  with  Plea- 
fure,  neither  does  any  fly  Angler  trepan 
the  Fifh  of  the  Rivers ;  at  lead  fuch  were 
the  primitive  Days  ;  they  lived  without  ir¬ 
regular  Appetites,  free  from  Ambition, Fraud 
and  Blood. 

The  chief  Caufe  of  the  Injuftice  in  Men's 
deflroying  Brutes,  arifes  from  a  Principle 
which  they  have  eflahiifhed,  denying  the 
Capacity  and  Ufe  of  Reafon  to  all  living 
Creatures  but  themfelves  ;  but  this  is  falfe 
Philofophy,  for  every  thing  which  partakes 
of  Senfe,  has  alfo  Reafon  ;  ’tis  the  Mind 
alone  that  fees,  hears,  &c.  the  Body  of  it- 
felf  being  blind,  deaf,  and  void  of  all  Senfe. 
Therefore  fince  Beafts  fee  and  hear,  and  per¬ 
form  all  other  Adions  of  Senfe  as  we  do  ; 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  unreafonable  to  aflert 
they  have  a  Seat  of  Reafon  :  But  this  is  di¬ 
verging  from  my  intended  Subbed. 

Hiflories  aflert,  that  the  find  Inhabitants 
of  the  Earth  liv’d  altogether  upon  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  and  it  was  efteem’d  an  inexpiable  Wick¬ 
ed  nefs  to  (lied  the  Blood  of  any  Animal ;  and 
that  the  firfl:  Slaughter  of  a  Bull  was  made  at 
Athens  by  Accident,  by  Diomus  a  Pr  i  est,  for 
broufing  upon  fome  Fruits  they  were  offcr- 

E  ing 


[  34  ] 

ing  as  a  Sacrifice ;  and  if  Hiftory  be  tree,  a 
Priest  taught  the  People  to  eat  it. 

The  Egyptians ,  the  moil  ancient  and  wi¬ 
fe  it  People  in  the  World,  receiv'd  a  Tradi¬ 
tion,  forbidding  them  to  kill  any  living  Crea¬ 
ture  ;  and  to  give  the  greater  Force  to  this 
primitive  Law  of  Nature,  they  form'd  the 
Images  of  their  Gods  in  the  Similitude  of 
Beafts,  to  the  end  the  Vulgar,  ftruck  with 
Reverential  Awe,  might  learn  to  abftain  not 
only  from  killing,  but  fo  much  as  hurting 
dumb  Animals ;  yet  if  any  in  his  Life-time 
fhould  have  tranfgrefs'd  the  Laws  of  Abfti- 
nence,  they  ufed  a  kind  of  Expiation  for  the 
Dead  in  this  manner  :  The  Priefts  took  the 
Bowels  out  of  the  Body  of  the  Deceafed,  and 
putting  them  into  a  Veffel,  and  holding  it 
towards  the  Sun,  made  the  following  Speech 
in  Behalf  of  the  Dead. 

c  O  thou  Sun ,  whofe  Empire  is  univerfa), 
c  and  all  the  other  Powers  who  give  Life  to 
4  Man,  receive  me  into  the  Society  of  the 
4  immortal  Gods ;  for  fo  long  as  I  liv’d  in 
4  this  World,  I  religioufly  preferv’d  theWor- 
4  fhip  of  thofe  Deities  which  were  made 
4  known  to  me  by  my  Anceftors  ;  I  always 
4  honour’d  my  Parents  who  begot  my  Body ; 
4  I  never  kill’d  anyMan  or  Bead,  nor  have  been 
4  guilty  of  any  black  Crime;  but  if,  whilft  I 
4  lived,  I  have  trefpafled  in  tailing  any  of  thofe 
4  Things  which  are  forbidden,  it  was  not  my 
c  Sin,  but  the  Fault  of  thefe  Entrails,  which 
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*  are  here  feparated  from  my  Body.”  After 
having  faid  this,  they  caft  the  Veffel  into  the 
River,  on  the  Banks  of  which  the  Ceremony 
was  perform’d,  embalming  the  reft  of  the 
Body  as  pure  and  free  from  Sin. 

The  Reformed  Priefts  of  Crete  ufed  to 
make  a  memorable  Addrefs  before  the  Altar 
of  Jupiter ,  as  follows :  *  O  divine  Governor 
c  of  the  hundred  Cities,  we  have  led  a  holy 
c  Life  from  the  time  we  were  initiated  in  thy 
Myfteries,  and  forfook  the  nofturnal  Rites 
c  and  bloody  Feafts  of  Bacchus ;  we  are  now 
c  purify 'd,  and  clothe  ourfelves  in  white 
c  Veftments,  the  Emblems  of  our  Inno- 
c  cence. — We  fhun  the  Society  of  polluted 

*  Mortals,  neither  approach  we  the  Sepul- 

f  chres  of  the  Dead,  nor  tafte  the  Flefh  of 
c  any  thing  which  has  been  endued  with 
‘  Life - &c 

Such  was  of  old,  and  to  this  Day  is,  the 
Abftinence  of  the  Indians  ;  they  live  for  the 
moft  part  near  the  Ganges,  or  fome  other 
River,  for  the  fake  of  frequent  Purifications ; 
they  feed  on  Apples,  Rice  and  Milk,  and 
Fruits  of  the  Earth,  efteeming  it  the  higheji 
Impiety  to  tafte  of  any  thing  that  has  had 
Life.  Among  their  good  Works  it  is  ac¬ 
counted  an  Aft  of  great  Reputation  and  Vir¬ 
tue,  to  build  Ilolpitals  for  Beafts  as  well 
as  Men  ;  and  in  every  City  there  are  great 
Numbers  who  fpend  all  their  Time  tending 
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on  fick  and  wounded  Animals,  or  fuch  as 
have  no  Suftenance  elfewhere. 

The  ancient  Lawgivers  of  the  Athenians 
comprehended  all  the  whole  Syftem  of  Pie¬ 
ty  and  Virtue  in  pradtifing  thefe  few  Rules. 

— -  £  Let  it  be  an  eternal  Sandlion  to  the  A- 

*  thenians ,  to  adore  the  immortal  Gods,  to 
‘  reverence  departed  Heroes,  to  celebrate 

c  their  Praifes  with  Songs  and  the  Firft-  * 

*  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  to  honour  their 

*  Parents,  and  neither  to  kill  Man  nor 

*  Beast.’ 

It  is  reported,  that  in  the  North  Parts  of 
Afia  are  an  infinite  Number  of  Hebrews , 
iuppofed  to  be  of  the  Race  of  thofe  ten 
Tribes  carried  away  Captive  by  the  AJJyrians , 
but  far  different  in  their  Religion  from  the 
reft  of  the  Jews  in  the  'European  Countries, 
They  are  permitted  to  tafte  no  Flefh  ;  they 
eat  only  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  with  Milk, 
Honey  and  Oil,  and  their  common  Drink  is 
Water  and  Wine.  At  the  Age  of  fixteen 
Years  every  Man  is  bound  to  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Oath.  —  c  I  fwear,  that  I  will  adore 
c  but  one  God,  who  brought  our  Fathers  out 

*  of  Egypt,  and  has  conduced  us  by  a  my- 
g  fterious  Path  to  this  Land  of  Promife,  &c . 

*  —I  will  do  juftly  to  all  Men,  neither  will 
c  I  voluntarily  hurt  or  kill  any  living  Crea- 
€  ture,  unlefs  it  be  in  my  own  Defence ; 

*  I  will  not  tafte  the  Flefh  of  anv  Animal, 

*  but  in  all  Things  ohferve  the  Abftinence 

4  com- 


[  37  ] 

1  commanded  by  God  to  Mofes  on  the 
4  Mount,  &c.  — All  this  I  folemnly  fwear, 

4  by  the  fird  Father  of  Light,  and  by  No- 
4  thing,  the  profound  Womb  of  Darknefs, 
4  and  by  Silence,  the  Companion  of  that 
1  Death  which  no  created  Being  can  fathom, 

4  which  is  the  fame  as  if  I  fhould  wifh  my 
4  felf  annihilated  if  I  violate  this  Oath  in  the 
4  lead  Point.’ 

Among  the  Jews  were  a  certain  Seft  call’d 
the  Essenes,  of  which  Hiftorians  affirm 
Christ  to  be  a  Member;  they  were  the 
moft  confiderable,  as  being  the  mod  religious 
Obfervers  of  the  Law  ;  among  other  of  their 
Virtues  it  is  recorded,  that  they  would  fuffer 
Martyrdom  rather  than  be  prevail’d  upon  to 
tade  of  any  thing  that  had  Life  in  it,  for  they 
were  drift  Obfervers  of  the  Law,  which  com¬ 
mands  perpetual  Abdinence  from  the  Flefh 
of  Animals. 

There  is  a  Story  of  a  Grandee  in  A/ia  who 
made  a  Pilgrimage  to  Delphos ,  famous  in 
thofe  Days  for  the  Oracle  of  Apollo.  Puff’d 
up  with  codly  Prefents,  he  enter’d  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  thinking  no  Man  more  worthy  of  the 
God’s  Frienddnp  than  himfelf,  but  was  told, 
that  Clear  ches  of  Me  thy  dr  him  was  mod  de¬ 
vout  and  dear  to  the  Gods  of  all  Men. - 

Adonifh’d  at  this,  he  hadens  to  Methydrium , 
finds  ClearcheSy  and  afking  him  what  Sacri¬ 
fices  he  ufed  to  Apollo ,  wras  anfwer’d,  —  4  I 
‘  am  a  poor  Man,  I  carrv  neither  Silver  nor 

‘  Gold, 
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*  Gold,  only  a  Bafket  of  Fruits,  the  belt 

*  that  my  Farm  affords,  &c.  I  never  kill’d 
4  any  thing,  nor  have  I  done  to  another  that 

*  which  I  would  not  have  to  be  done  to  my 

*  felf ;  I  keep  myfelf  and  my  Cottage  clean, 
c  and  in  all  Things  elfe  I  live  like  the  Beafts ; 
€  that  is,  according  to  Mature.” 

Thefe,  my  dear  Friend,  are  Paffages  I  have 
ranfack’d  many  Volumes  to  colled  together, 
to  (hew  you  the  primitive  and  general  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Eaftern  Countries  concerning  the 
eating  of  Flefh. —  I  fhall  not  here  trouble 
you  with  the  Reafons  I  have  for  abflaining, 
nor  againft  the  Right  you  may  claim  to  it ; 
they  may  be  perhaps  the  Subjed  of  fome  fu¬ 
ture  Letter.  In  the  mean  time  think  of  me 
as  I  am,  that  is, 

Dear  Sir, 

^  / 

Sept.  24 thx  1738.  Tours  affectionately . 

Numb.  VII.  To  the  fame . 

October  -3 <7,  1738. 

TT  Have  fent  you  a  Letter,  dated  the  24th  of 
-*•  September ,  by  which  I  prefum’d  I  might 
prevent  your  Defence  :  Thus  far  I  find  my- 
felf  deceived,  by  the  Reception  of  yours 
dated  29th.  I  thank  you  alfo  for  encreafing 
the  Dimenfions  of  your  friendly  Epiftles  ; 

»  but 


[  39  3  ; 

but  fince  we  are  entering  into  the  Difpute, 
let  me  entreat  you  to  join  with  me  in  obferv- 
ing  the  following  Decorum  :  Not  to  glory 
in  any  Advantage  we  may  feem  to  have  over 
each  other  in  the  Controverfy,  nor  to  be  * 
warm  or  ill-natured  in  Wit,  nor  to  fhew  the 
leaf!  Signs  of  breaking  in  upon  that  Harmo¬ 
ny  of  Friendfhip  which  1  wifh  ever  to  re¬ 
main  between  us.  So  foon  as  any  thing  of 
this  kind  appears  m  any  of  our  Letters,  I  af- 
fure  you  I  ihall  immediately  drop  the  Dif¬ 
pute.  This  premifed,  I  now  fairly  enter  the 
Lilts,  and  taking  Nature  and  Reafon  only 
for  my  Guide,  I  proceed. 

That  Nature  has  furnilhed  many  Animals 
with  Weapons  of  Offence,  is  not  to  be  de¬ 
nied;  your  Spider’s  Web,  Swallow’s  Mouth, 
Woodpecker’s  Beak,  &c.  feem  really  de- 
figned  by  Providence  for  preying  upon  the 
feveral  Kinds  and  Species  of  Infedts  you  have 
mentioned;  nay  farther,  I  will  admit  you, 
they  have  all  Skill,  and  Strength,  and  Wea¬ 
pons  for  that  Purpofe  :  But  how  far  this  will 
be  fubfervient  to  your  Defign,  I  know  not: 
Do  you  infer  from  thence,  that  you  have  a 
Right  to  prey  on  them  ?  If  fo,  I  hope  to 
convince  you  of  the  contrary  before  I  finifli 
this  Letter. 

But,  that  I  may  go  on  fairly,  I  fhall  take 
along  with  me  fuch  other  Parts  of  your  Let¬ 
ter  on  which  you  lay  any  Strefs  of  Argument. 
You  lay,  <c  Why  have  I  not  as  much  Right 
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“  to  an  Eel,  as  a  Trout  has  to  a  Fly?  &c.’9 
As  to  whatever  Right  by  the  Laws  of  Nature 
they  may  have,  does  that  prove  your’s  ?  Does 
that  imply  fo  much  as  a  Reafon  on  your  Part  ? 
You  fay,  cc  Their  Talons,  Claws,  &c.  are 
c<  form’d  for  Prey  by  Nature  Tell  me  a 
more  tender,  helplefs,  and  unprovided  Be¬ 
ing  in  Nature  for  that  Purpofe  than  Man? 
What  Weapons  has  Nature  furnifhed  him 
with  for  deftroying  ?  his  Skin  is  fo  tender, 
that  the  Dews  of  Heaven  are  uneafy  to  it, 
the  Winds  pierce  him,  the  Cold  chills  him, 
or  in  warmer  Climates  fcorch’d  by  Heat: 
Tell  me  wherein  his  external  Abilities  for 
Murder  and  Deftrudtion  are  fo  confpicuous  ? 
Nature  furnifhed  him  with  no  Knives,  nor 
Swords,  nor  Guns  to  deftroy  with ;  thofe 
are  Weapons  of  another  Growth,  fprung 
up  of  later  Days,  &c.  Therefore,  I  humbly 
beg  Leave  of  you  not  to  fuppole,  that  be- 
caufe  Nature  gave  your  Lion  or  your  Hawk 
Claws  or  Talons  for  Prey,  that  I  think  you 
would  from  thence  have  me  conclude  Man  in 
the  fame  State  :  No  ;  you  muft  have  fome 
flronger  Reafon  to  urge  before  you  can  con¬ 
vince  me. 

Had  Providence  intended  Man  to  eat 
Flefh,  file  would  have  furnifhed  him  with 
proper  Weapons  and  Ability.  By  Nature 
he  is  not  fwift  enough  to  catch  Fowl,  or 
Fifih,  or  Hare,  or  Deer,  nor  fierce  enough 
to  attack  a  Bull  unarm’d,  &c,  And  if  he 

fhould. 
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(hould,  where  are  his  Fangs  and  Claws  to 
tear  the  Flefh  as  Wolves  and  Lions  do? 
Therefore  we  may  conclude,  that  as  Nature 
has  been  deficient  as  to  the  Ability,  fhe  ne¬ 
ver  defigned  him  to  perpetrate  the  ACt. 

I  have  laid,  Providence  having  wifely  pro¬ 
vided  the  Earth,  our  common  Parent,  to  be 
their  Phyfician  ;  to  this  you  fay,  “  This 
“  might  found  well  enough  to  a  Citizen  who 
4 4  was  never  out  of  the  Smoak  of  London ; 
<c  but  it  will  be  fomewhat  difficult  for  you 
4C  to  perfuade  a  Countryman  that  this  Phy- 
4 4  fician  will  cure  all  their  Diftempers,  &c” 
My  Friend,  the  Diftempers  incident  to  Cattle 
are  chiefly  owing  to  our  Nurture,  and  to  their 
Confinement ;  confider  a  folded  Flock  with 
one  infectious  Sheep  among  them,  how  the 
rancorous  Effluvia  is  difperfed  and  caught ; 
in  that  Confinement  the  infectious  Breath, 
or  Maggot,  is  lo  naturally  communicated  in 
thofe  clofe  Boundaries :  Had  they  the  Earth 
to  range  in,  they  would  find  of  themfelves 
fuch  Herbs  and  Roots  as  are  Antidotes  to  the 
Malady,  which  our  ignorant  Phyficians  know 
nothing  of ;  and  perhaps  Nature  would  teach 
them  to  ftiun  fuch  Animals  as  are  infectious, 
to  prevent  the  Contagion  fpreading ;  and 
probably  the  Food  they  are  forced  to  feed 
on,  for  want  of  more  natural,  may  be  the 
Caufe. 

But,  to  prove  what  I  aflert,  obferve  a 
wounded  or  ftek  Snake  flies  to  a  Plantane 

F  Root 
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Root  or  Leaf,  and  finds  immediate  Eafe,  and 
likewife  the  Toad.  Who  taught  them  that  ? 
Not  your  Farrier  or  Shepherd.  I  could 
mention  many  other  fuch  Incidents  in  Na¬ 
ture,  were  you  any  way  inclined  to  believe. 
If  I  was  to  drop  into  the  Medicinal  Virtue 
of  Plants  and  Vegetables,  it  would  be  Tun¬ 
ing  counter;  and  if  I  affert  the  Animal  Cre¬ 
ation  know  their  Ufes,  I  only  fay  what  you 
yourfelf  well  know.  Though  Clover  fome- 
times  bloat  them,  let  it  grow  wild,  not  col¬ 
lected  in  large  Quantities,  only  promilcuoufly 
blended  with  other  Roots  or  Grafs,  then  tell 
me  where  is  the  Evil.- — ’Tis  you  by  gather¬ 
ing  it  in  large  Quantities  make  it  a  Malady. 

You  tell  me,  you  will  carry  me  to  a 
Diftiller’s  to  fee  Hogs  get  drunk  ;  pray 
with  what  ?  Not  any  thing  winch  Nature 
Ipontaneoufly  produceth.  No ;  Yis  Man 
with  curfed  Witchcraft  blends  the  Poifon  for 
himfelf  and  them  too.  Is  that  an  Error  in 
their  Nature  ?  I  believe  yourfelf  will  fay. 
No,  though  I  affert  it  is  in  Man. 

You  conclude,  “  Since  it  feems  evident 
4C  that  Nature  intended  the  whole  Round  of 
44  Beings  fhould  live  upon  each  other,  and 
<c  that  the  Death  and  Corruption  of  one 
<c  Species  fhould  be  the  Life  and  Support  of 
“  another,  I  think  we  may  eat  a  Rump  of 
41  Beef,  or  a  Leg  of  Mutton,  with  as  little 
41  Offence  as  a  Worm  preys  upon  our  En- 
<c  trails.” 


Sir, 
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Sir,  if  Thinking  is  your  only  Reafon ,  permit 
me  to  think  the  contrary. — By  what  Right, 
Sir,  do  you  claim  it  ?  With  what  Power  are 
you  inverted  to  do  it  ?  Becaufe  I  would  fix 
fome  Reafon  to  induce  you  to  believe  my 
Sentiments,  pardon  me  if  I  here  take  that 
Liberty. 

I  have  already  in  Generals  anfwered  the 
preceding  Part  of  your  Letter,  where  I 
thought  you  had  laid  your  greateft  Strefs, 
and  have  admitted  you  that  Animals  are 
form’d  by  Nature  for  preying  upon  each 
other,  &c.  but  why  you  fhould  lay  a  Strefs 
upon  their  Formation  and  Adlions,  I  think, 
I  have  already  fhewn  to  be  a  {training  the 
Argument.  But  here  I  come  to  enquire,  by 
what  Right ,  or  what  Law  in  Nature  you 
claim,  or  with  what  Power  you  are  inverted 
to  do  it  ?  f 

Every  Individual  in  the  Creation  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  form’d  for  fome  wife  End  ;  what¬ 
ever  they  are,  they  no  way  concern  us,  fince 
Providence  has  thought  fit  to  fecrete  them 
from  us  ;  therefore  their  Adlions,  Purfuits,  or 
Ends  are  not  to  be  the  Model  of  ours.  Every 
particular  Species  anfwers  its  End;  but  why 
that  fhould  be  our  Guide  is  unreafonable. 
Some  Animals  eat  no  Flefh,  fome  do  ;  others 
are  wild,  ravenous  and  vicious,  others  tame* 
gentle,  and  chafte  :  If  we  make  them  our 
Patterns, what  a  Contrariety  of  Tempers  muft 
reign  in  us  ?  Suppofe,  you  fay,  Nature  has 

F  2  given 
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given  you  an  equal  Right  over  them  as  they 
have  over  one  another,  pray,  Is  not  that 
Right  affumptive?  Are  there  in  Nature 
Terms  which  imply  Property,  Right  or 
Wrong,  Pleafure  and  Pain  ?  If  fo,  whatever 
invades  my  Life,  invades  my  Property,  ergo 
adts  unjuftly.  Kings  by  Law  of  Nature  are 
not,  tho’  by  elective  or  preemptive  Power 
Men  make  them.  No  Man  has  a  Property 
over  another  by  Nature,  nor  Beall;  $  but 
Power  1  grant  you  they  have  :  Does  Power 
imply  Right  ?  Does  one  Man  arm’d  falling 
upon  another  who  is  unarm’d,  and  over** 
powering  him,  imply  a  Right  ?  Does  my 
Power  of  killing  a  Sheep,  &c.  imply  in 
me  a  natural  Right  fo  to  do  ?  Again,  fuppofe 
in  Man  a  Power  over  Animals,  does  that 
Power  extend  to  deftroy?  Can  the  Divine 
Goodnefs,  who  takes  Delight  in  the  Pleafure 
of  his  Creatures, 

Who  fees  with  equal  Eye ,  as  God  o  f  all, 

A  Hero perijhy  and  a  Sparrow  fall: 

I  fay,  can  it  be  fappofed  he  gave  that  Power 
to  him  to  ufe  it  with  Cruelty  on  the  inferior 
Rank  of  Beings  ?  It  is  a  Paradox :  I  make 
no  Diftindtion  now  between  Terms  Rational 
and  Injlin5i  ;  thefe  you  may  remember  were 
to  be  omitted  ;  And  alfo,  that  I  am. 

Tour's,  &c. 
Numb. 
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Numb.  VIII.  To  the  fame. 

OElob.  i$thy  1738. 

BUfmefs  has  in  a  great  meafure  delay’d  my 
Anfwer  to  yours*  dated  the  5th  in¬ 
dent,  in  which  I  am  content  that  the  Argu¬ 
ment  (hall  hand  as  yourfelf  have  dated  it  ; 
and  that  is,  if  Providence  had  defign’d  the  vo¬ 
racious  Appetite  in  Man,  he  would  have  fur- 
nifh’d  him  with  fuitable  Weapons  or  Arma¬ 
ment  to  prepare  Food  for  that  Purpofe. — 
You  anfwer,  that  this  would  have  been  as 
fuperfluous  as  arming  a  Fox  with  Wings  that 
he  might  catch  a  Goofe,  &c.  and  that  if 
Mankind,  by  their  Skill,  Contrivance,  &c . 
effect  all  a  Lion  by  his  Strength,  &c.  can 
do,  Nature  makes  ample  Amends  for  want 
of  Claws  and  Talons,  &c. 

My  Friend,  you  mud  exctife  me,  if  I 
prove  to  you,  that  your  own  Argument  will 
be  for  my  Advantage,  Whatever  Nature  has 
not  furnifh’d  Animals  with  by  a  natural 
Power  of  effecting,  that  confequently  (he  de~ 
ny’d  them  :  Is  the  Sagacity  of  a  Hound  in 
purfuing  a  Hare  in  all  its  Foils  and  Doubles 
taught  him  ?  Is  there  aught  of  external  Skill 
apparent  in  it  ?  Does  any  Cunning  or  Con¬ 
trivance  in  the  Purfuit  vifibly  (hew  itfelf  ? 
No ;  Nature  has  given  the  internal  Faculty  of 
difcerning,  and  the  external  Ability  of  attain¬ 
ing  that  Food ;  and  in  the  Fox,  the  Hawk 

&c. 
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&c.  the  fame.  In  Man  fhew  me  one  Inftance 
in  Nature  in  his  Formation,  which  leads  to 
a  Power  of  effecting  what  you  fay  Nature 
defign’d  to  be  effected  by  his  Underftanding. 
All  is  acquir’d  ;  in  yob' s  Country  you  find 
they  know  not  the  Ufe  of  Traps,  and  Gins, 
and  Snares,  and  other  Artifices ;  and  as  to 
their  eating  Animals,  you  will  find  it  is  as 
their  Law  diredts,  about  the  manner  of  flay¬ 
ing,  &c.  and  that  Law  is  deriv’d  from  Ma¬ 
homet. 

Methinks  Nature  was  kinder  to  Animals 
than  us,  to  give  them  a  Power,  and  by  mere 
Inftindt,  &c.  to  effedt,  what  we  with  Hazard 
and  Difficulty,  with  Cunning  and  Contri¬ 
vance  obtain  ;  and  fuppofe,  after  all  this,  that 
your  Wifdom  has  the  defir’d  Effedt,  that  does 
not  imply  your  Right  to  eat. 

You  feem  to  fttengthen  the  Proof  of  it  in 
your  next  Paragraph,  in  faying  Nature  has 
prepar’d  Objedts  to  gratify  all  other  Senfes, 
Defires,  and  Paflions,  &c.  which  no  way 
tends  to  prove  the  Defign  of  Providence  for 
eating ;  for  yourfelf  have  anfwer’d  with  my 
Objection,  by  aflerting,  that  Appetite  is  ac¬ 
quir’d  ;  —  but  at  lafl:  you  fay,  ‘  Surely  the 
4  Digeftion  is  natural,  and  conclude,  ’tis  an 
4  Argument  that  Nature  intended  I  fhould 
4  eat  Flefh,  as  well  as  a  Swallow  eat  a  Fly, 
4  elfe  why  has  fhe  given  us  Stomachs  to  di- 
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I  had  waited  for  this  fome  time,  fo  am 
prepar'd  with  Reafons,  which  I  hope  will 
convince  you,  that  fuch  Digeftion  has  no¬ 
thing  of  Proof  for  your  Purpofe.  Firjly  I 
would  have  you  confider,  whether  raw  Ap¬ 
ples,  red  Cabbage,  Cucumbers,  Melons,  or 
any  other  raw  or  unripe  Fruits,  &c.  do 
not  require  more  internal  Heat  to  digeft,  than 
warm  boil’d  or  roafted  Flefh,  made  tender, 
and  almoft  jelly’d  for  that  Purpofe,  and  which 
fcarce  requires  your  Teeth  to  chew  it.  Se¬ 
condly^  See  whether  raw  Meat  would  not 
make  you  Tick,  or  perhaps  Time  might  even 
inure  you  to  bear  this  but  how  many  Fruits 
are  in  their  Nature  ten  times  more  difficult 
to  digeft  than  any  drefled  Food  you  can  pof- 
fibly  mention  ? 

It  is  reported,  that  the  Stomach  of  an  O- 
ftrich  will  digeft  Iron ;  does  that  imply,  that 
Iron  was  intended  for  his  natural  Food  ?  or, 
confider  your  Fire-eaters  at  Bartholomew  and 
Southwark  Fairs,  thev  eat  Flambeaux,  Rofim 
Hemp,  &c.  all  in  a  Blaze,  fwallow  it,  and 
digeft  it  in  their  Stomachs,  will  you  there¬ 
fore  fay,  becaufe  it  digefts,  that  Nature  in¬ 
tended  it  for  their  Food  ?  Therefore  I  hope 
that  Argument  will  have  lefs  Weight  with 
you,  than  when  you  at  firft  intended  it  for 
me.  Confider  how  the  Stomach  muft  heat 
the  raw  Roots  and  Vegetables,  fo  as  to  digeft 
them  into  Chyle  and  Nutriment,  which  in 

Meats, 
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Meats,  were  they  raw,  would  not  require 
fo  much. 

It  will  be  natural  for  you  to  fuppofe,  that 
as  I  difapprove  of  killing  and  eating  Ani¬ 
mals,  that  I  fhould  join  with  you  in  my 
Withes,  to  have  all  manner  of  Cruelty  to 
them  utterly  abol idl’d.  The  Pain  of  every 
Creature  is  to  itfelf  as  much  in  Proportion  as 
every  the  like  Torture  is  to  Man  5  and  if 
Mankind  can,  with  any  Eafe  of  Mind,  bear 
the  Cries  or  Groans  of  any  Animal  in  Pain, 
he  will  equally  bear  that  of  Man.  I  alfo  join 
with  you  in  not  only  banidling  all  the  French 
Cooks,  but  alfo  all  the  French  Players  with 
them. 

Now  I  mention  them,  you  have  doubt- 
lefs  heard  how  the  Populace  refented  their 
Attempt  to  Adi  lad  Monday  Night,  and  I 

think  with  much  Reafon  and  Judice; - 

for,  (hall  Englijh  Players,  fome  of  fair 
Charadter,  be  taken  up,  and  committed 
to  Bridewell  to  hard  Labour,  as  Va¬ 
grants  and  Strollers,  who  are  by  Law  punidi- 

able,  as  Sir  T— -  C - did  to  one 

about  four  or  five  Years  fince  ?  Shall  an  Adt 
of  Parliament  be  paffed  by  that  Augud  Af- 
fembly,  our  Reprefentatives  and  Peers,  and 
have  the  Royal  Aflent  for  fupprefiing  Play- 
houfes,  and  exterminating  Players  ?  Nay, 
fhali  all  new  Plays  be  prohibited  to  be  a  died 
without  Leave  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  &c. 

I  fay,  fhali  all  this  be  done,  to  the  Injury 

of 
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of  fame  of  oar  Natives,  and  a  Company  of 
worthlefs  (trolling  French  Wretches  be  per¬ 
mitted,  tolerated,  and  protected  in  it ;  nay, 
and  even' in  the  Face,  in  the  Bofom  of  our 
Natives,  is  rank  Folly,  and  tends  fo  much  to 
uncon  troulablePower, that  even  my  Blood  cur¬ 
dles  at  it :  It  is  to  be  wonder'd  at, we  don’t  fend 
for  French  Minifters  and  Lawgivers ;  let  our 
Priefts  and  People  learn  the  French  Religion, 

and  then  we  (hall  be  naturalized  to  their 

•  •  *.  - 

Country  ;  but  if  Reafon  take  place,  this  will 
never  happen,  I  hope,  in  England. 

My  Friend,  I  could  with  to  be  one  Inftru- 
ment,  if  not  in  wholly  banifhing  Cruelty, 
Surfeitings  and  Luxury,  yet  in  making  Man¬ 
kind  more  Juft  and  Honeft,  more  Merciful 
and  Forgiving,  more  Temperate  and  Vir¬ 
tuous  than  they  generally  are  to  one  another  * 
that  would  teach  us  not  only  to  abftain  more 
from  Vice  in  general,  but  alfo  from  that  in 
particular,  of  eating  Flefh. 

I  am, 

Tour  s  fine erely . 

Numb.  IX.  To  the  fame « 

Nov.  1 2  th,  173S. 

T  Return  you  my  Thanks  for  your  laft  kind 
Epiftle,  dated  the  7th,  but  am  forry  you 
drop  the  Controverfy  for  one  Reafon  ;  I  had 

G  almoft 
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almoft  work’d  myfelf  up  to  a  real  Opinion, 
of  that  which  was  at  firft  only  ftarted  for  the 
fake  of  Argument.  I  hugg’d  myfelf  with 
the  Belief  of  many  Truths  which  I  have 
afferted  fpring  from  Reafon ;  but  now,  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  Force  of  your  better  Reafons,  or 
fome  Error  in  my  Nature,  I  begin  to  fink 
down  again  to  my  former  Savagenefs  of 
Mind,  and  readmit  the  eating  of  Flefh  ;  at 
leaft  confent  to  it  by  my  Practice.  Excufe 
me  if  I  cannot  immediately  join  your  Senti¬ 
ments  ;  there  is  a  Struggle  in  me,  after  all, 
about  the  Reality  of  my  Affertions ;  Things 
which  I  at  firft  only  play’d  with,  have  made 
way  to  my  Soul  almoft  as  forcibly  as  if  they 
fprung  from  a  firm  Faith  :  So  unwarily 
fometimes  the  Lewd  are  taken  in  their  own 
Traps,  and  Love,  which  they  at  firft  made 
for  Sport  and  Frolick,  catches  them  infenfi- 
bly.  This  Truth  I  can  aftert,  that  I  have 
had  no  Defign  of  difiuading  you  from  eat¬ 
ing,  fince,  if  by  own  Arguments,  I  cannot 
convince  myfelf  to  pradtife,  it  would  be  im- 
pofiible  for  me  to  perfuade  another.  —  I  re¬ 
member  a  Story  of  two  Brothers,  one  named 
John ,  the  other  William  William  was  bred 
in  England  a  Proteftant,  and  John  train’d 
up  in  Popery  beyond  Sea ;  Williamy  out  of 
an  honeft  Zeal  to  convince  his  Brother,  made 
a  Journey  to  him  ;  after  a  Conference  be¬ 
tween  them,  it  fo  happen'd,  that  John  be¬ 
ing  overcome  by  his  Brother’s  Argumentss 

re- 
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turn'd  to  England ,  where  he  became  a  ftriCt 
Proteftant ;  William  being  convinced  by  the 
Reafons  of  his  Brother  John ,  jflraid  beyond 

Sea,  where  he  prov’d  a  violent  Papift ; - 

on  which  are  the  following  Lines,  part  of 
an  Epigram  made  upon  it. 


As  they  defir'd)  his  Brother  each  fuhdues , 

Yet  fuch  their  Fate ,  that  each  his  Faith  did  lofe  ; 
Both  Captives ,  none  the  Prifoners  thence  to  guide  ^ 
‘The  Victor  flying  to  the  Vanquijh'd  Side  ; 

Both  joy  d  in  being  Conquer'd  (Jlrange  to  fay) 

And  yet  both  mourn'd^  becaufe  both  won  the  Day . 

But  this  is  not  our  Cafe;  you  are  as  far 
from  being  convinced,  as  I  am  from  having 
the  Power  to  do  it,  by  Argument,  or  even 
Example ,  were  I  inclin’d  to  make  ufe  of 
that  prevalent  Demonftration  of  my  Sen¬ 
timents. 

You  feem  to  lay  a  Strefs  upon  your  Ar¬ 
gument,  that  if  Man  has  a  Faculty  or  Power 
of  acquiring,  then  Nature  gave  it  him  to 
make  ufe  of ;  you  inftance  it  in  the  Inclina¬ 
tion  and  Power  to  get  Children,  which  you 
beyond  all  Contradiction  have  prov’d  not  to 
be  acquir’d,  and  in  which  I  think  Nature 
was  the  chief  Infligator :  Therefore  you 
would  infer  that  Faculty  natural,  as  well  as 
the  Power  to  effeCt. — This  I  grant,  we  have 
in  common  with  other  rational  Animals ; 
but  what  Affinity  this  has  to  a  natural  Right 
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of  deftroying  and  eating  of  Animals,  I  can 

no  way  conceive. 

We  have  no  Right  or  Property  from  Na¬ 
ture.  When  Men  were  firft  made,  no  Boun¬ 
daries  were  fet  to  his  Poffefiion  ;  Right  and 
Wrong  were  not  known  ;  no  Man  affumed 
a  Right  by  Nature,  and  what  was  effected 
was  by  Power.  If  we  could  claim  no  Right 
to  the  Bodies  of  Animals,  we  had  no  Power 
to  deflroy.  The  Sparrow  and  the  Fi£h  of  the 
Sea  are  in  common  to  all,  no  Man  claims  a 
particular  Right  to  them,  therefore  has  no 
Power  by  Nature  over  them  to  kill.  I  do 
not  believe,  that  becaufe  in  fome  Countries 
they  abftain  from Flefh,  we  ought  fo  to  do: 
no,  my  Reafons  are  better  grounded:  I 
have  endeavoured  to  fhew  from  Nature,  that 
we  have  no  Right  to  do  it ;  to  affume  it  is 
unreafonable,  cruel,  and  incontinent  with 
our  Nature  and  Conftitution.  Whatever 
Cunning  and  Contrivance  we  ufe  to  effedt  it, 
whether  natural  or  acquired,  either  Way 
feems  contradidtory  to  that  Law  of  Nature 
implanted  in  us  of  Self-prefervation,  and  do¬ 
ing  as  we  would  be  done  unto.  And  let  me 
tell  you,  though  you  may  be  perfedtly  well 
fatisfied  about  it,  I  have  fomething  in  me 
which  checks  even  my  favourable  Thoughts 
of  it,  fomething  like  Abhorrence  to  Cruelty, 
That  the  Death  and  Corruption  of  one 
Being  is  the  Life  and  Support  of  another,  I 
am  fully  perfuaded.  There  is  a  fucceffive 
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Chain  of  Beings  link'd  together  in  the  Uni- 
verfe,  which,  as  Mr.  Pope  obferves, 

- Whatever  Link  you  fir  ike, 

Tfenthor  ten  tboujhndth  breaks  the  Chain  alike. 

Let  it  be  fo,  fince  Providence  has  fo  wifely 
ordain’d  it.  I  am  content,  at  lead:  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  adt  like  Men  of  iuperior  Under- 
ftanding;  knowing  my  own  Infirmities  and 
Weaknefs,  I  would  not  be  Angular,  when 
Millions  of  better  and  *wifer  Men  have 
thought  it  not  criminal  though  I  have 
heard  of  others,  who  thought  otherwife  of 
it  by  their  Adtions,  and  even  inch  who  have 
eftablifhed  to  themfelves  much  Reputation 
for  Sandtity  of  Life  and  Morals.  I  will 
then  mingle  with  the  Crowd,  undiftinguifh’d 
and  obfcure,  efteeming  rnyfelf  happy  to  be 
known  only  by  you,  and  fome  few  more 
Friends,  to  have  as  much  Humanity  and 
Tendernefs  in  me,  at  lead  as  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  Mankind. 

And  when  my  Time  is  come  that  I  muft 
give  Way  to  fome  other  Being  to  fupply  my 
Place,  l  wifh  only  to  be  as  ufeful  after 
Death  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  in  Life. 
If  I  have  any  Virtues  in  me,  or  if  there  be 
fuch  a  diftinguifhing  Charadleriftick  in  Man, 
they  are  chiefly  a  univerfal  Love  of  my  Fel¬ 
low-creatures,  placed  here  in  concert  with 

me 


[  54  ] 

me  to  compleat  the  Harmony  of  the  Uni- 
verfe. 

My  dear  Friend,  I  have  look’d  upon  your 
generous  Concern  to  renew  this  decaying 
Sphere  with  a  great  deal  of  Pleafure,  but 
think  it  impracticable;  Folly  and  Superfti- 
tion  reign  too  much  here  to  permit  it :  The 
blind  Enthufiaft  would  damn  us  for  Here- 
ticks,  to  propofe  to  put  thefe  facred  Carcafcs 
of  ours,  the  Image  of  their  Maker,  any 
where  but  in  holy  Ground* — Poor  deluded 
Beings!  not  to  know  that  GOD  confifts  not 
of  Parts,  is  through  the  whole  Creation  one 
extended  Effence,  unconfin’d  and  uncircum- 
fcrib’d  -y  therefore  every  Spot  of  Earth,  every 
Species  of  Creatures  in  the  Univerfe  are  holy, 
fmce  no  Place  or  Being  is  where  God  is  not. 

I  approve  your  Scheme,  and  every  thing 
which  you  and  all  good  Men  would  approve 
of ;  and  if  I  have  been,  or  am  unhappy  in 
my  Way  of  thinking*  I  (hall  never  do  any 
Injury  in  thofe  Sentiments,  fince  I  confine 
them  chiefly  to  myfelf.  Efteem  me,  as 
I  am, 

Tour  Faithful  and  Affectionate 
Friend ,  and  Humble  Servant . 
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PART  II. 

T  Come  now  to  examine  the  Bafis  the  Au- 
•**  thor  has  fixed  his  Diflertation  on  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  how  far  the  Dodtrine  he  would 
cultivate  is  confident  with  the  Rules  himfelf 
hath  laid  down  in  his  firft  Propofition. 

He  has  laid  it  down  for  a  general  Hypo- 
thefis,  <c  That  it  is  in  no  Refpedt  inconfift- 
c<  ent  with  the  eternal  Rules  of  natural  Juf- 
<c  tice  and  Order,  that  God  fliould  impofe 
“  an  arbitrary  Law  on  Mankind.  (Title 
c<  Page,  Se£l.  i.)~K  delegated  Dominion* 
“  was  given  him  over  a  fpacious  World, 
<c  wherein  were  Beads,  and  creeping  Things, 
<c  and  Fowls  innumerable,  yet  we  do  not 
u  find  he  had  any  Permifiion  to  arife,  day, 
“  and  eat  of  them.”  Page  3. 

I  obferve,  that  an  abfolute  Command  was 
given  Adam  to  the  contrary  ;  (Gen.  Chap.  1. 
Ver.  29,  &  30 J  *  And  God  [aid,  Behold , 
1  have  given  unto  you  every  Herb  bearing 
Seed  which  is  upon  all  the  Earth ,  and  every 
Tree  wherein  is  the  Fruit  oj  a  Tree  bear¬ 
ing  Seed.  Like  wife  to  every  Beajl  of  the 

*  Note ,  That  the  Texts  quoted  are  taken  from  a 
T reflation  primed  at  Londw}  1606. 
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Earth  which  hath  Lfe  in  itfelf ,  every  green 
Herb  Jhall  be  for  Meat ;  and  it  was  fo. 

It  is  evident  that  this  Command,  (which 
our  Author  of  the  Differtation  himfelf  has 
explain’d  the  fame  Way)  was  fixed  to  a  po- 
iitive  Law,  to  anOhfervance  of  which  Adam , 
and  hisPofterity  to  the  Flood,  had  ftrictlypaid 
Obedience,  and  tho’  the  Ground  was  curfed 
with  Barrennefs ,  (Chap.  3.  v.  17.)  Curfed 
is  the  Earth  for  thy  Sake ,  in  Sorrow  fait 
thou  eat  of  it  all  the  Days  of  thy  Life  :) 
Yet  it  is  evident  that  the  Meaning  is,  not 
that  they  fhould  eat  of  Earth,  but  of  the 
Produce  of  the  Earth;  for  in  the  19th  Verfe 
it  is  laid,  Thorns  alfo  and  Thiflles  f2a.ll  it 
bring  forth  to  thee ,  and  thou  fhalt  eat  the 
Herb  of  the  Field.  (Verfe  20.)  In  the 
Sweat  of  thy  Face  fait  thou  eat  Bread . 
From  which  it  is  clear,  that  by  Toil  and 
Labour  to  cultivate  and  manure  the  Ground, 
they  were  to  expedt  that  Suftinence  for  the 
Support  of  Life  which  God  intended  them. 
And  after  the  Command  God  gave  to  Noah 
to  build  an  Ark,  and  to  preferve  himfelf  and 
the  Animal  World  from  the  Deluge,  he  alfo 
{Chap,  the  26th,  Verfe  21.)  commands  him 
thus,  Take  thou  with  thee  of  all  Meat  that 
is  eaten ,  and  thou  fhalt  gather  it  to  theey 
that  it  may  be  Meat  for  thee  and  them .  I 
think,  nothing  can  be  clearer,  or  more  in¬ 
telligible,  than  this  Command  of  living  upon 
Vegetables.  The  Meat  here  intended  for 
,  their 
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their  Support,  is  what  is  mentioned,  Chap.  j. 
— The  fird  of  which  is  Verfe  29,  Every 
Herb  bearing  Seed,  and  Three  bearing 
Fruit ,  for  Man  ;  Verfe  30.  Every  green 
Herb ,  for  Beads,  Animals,  &c.  And  the 
Verfe  before  quoted,  Chap .  6.  clearly  de¬ 
mon  drates That  was  the  Meat  for  both  thee 
and  them. 

It  is  thus  far  the  Author  of  the  DifTerta- 
tion’s  Sentiments  and  mine  are  correfpondent ; 
and  if  I  admit  it  an  Evidence  in  this  Place 
barely  for  the  fake  of  keeping  up  the  Con- 
troverfy,  I  mud  beg  Leave  to  dident  from 
him  in  the  difonulling  or  abrogating  the  Com¬ 
mand  after  the  Deluge. 

How  far  we  difagree,  will  appear  by  the 
following  Quotation  from  the  Author,  Page 
6  and  7.  u  And  this  Bledfing  of  Fertility  in 
cf  the  Earth  was  now  fird  emphatically  be- 
cc  dowed  upon  them,  becaufe  Mankind 
<c  had  a  Commiffion  from  this  Time  to  eat 
“  Flefh ;  for  God  faid,  Every  thing  that 
“  moveth  and  Hveth  Jhall  be  Meat  joy  you  ; 
u  as  the  green  Herb  (to  the  former 
‘ c  World)  fo  have  I  (now)  given  you  all 
<c  things  (living:)  but  Flefh  (said  he) 
<£  with  the  Life  thereof  which  is  the  Blood 
“  thereof  ]  Jl:all  you  not  eat V' 

I  would  beg  Leave  to  mention  two  Texts 
preceding  this;  the  one,  Ch.  8.  ver.  17.  Bring 
forth  with  thee  every  beajl  that  is  with  thee  of 
allflejh ,  both  fowl  and  cattle ,  and  every  thing 
that  creepeth  and  moveth  upon  the  earth ,  that 
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they  may  breed  abundantly  on  the  Earth ,  and 
bring  forth  Fruit ,  and  increafe  upon  the 
Earth .  This  Text  is  extended  both  to  Man 
and  Bead:;  the  preceding  Verfe,  16.  com¬ 
mands  Noah  and  his  Sons,  &c.  to  go  forth 
off  the  Ark  ;  the  17.  to  the  Animal  Race ; 
— thofe,  that  they  might  breed  abundantly 
and  bring  forth  Fruit  ;  that  is,  to  propa¬ 
gate  their  Species,  in  order  to  plow,  or 
otherwife  do  the  Drudgeries  of  Man  in  ma¬ 
nuring  the  Earth,  and  that  Man  fhould  in¬ 
creafe  upon  the  Earth . — All  thefe  Com¬ 
mands  are  only  a  Repetition  of  the  Com¬ 
mands  given  before  the  Flood,  the  very 
fame,  and  almofl  in  the  very  fame  Words, 
as  the  preceding  Verfes.  The  fecond  Text 
is,  Chap.  9.  Verfe  1.  And  God  blejfed  Noah 
and  his  Sons ,  and  [aid  to  them ,  Bring  forth 
Fruit ,  and  multiply  and  replenifj  the  Earth. 

In  order  for  our  better  underlfanding  the 
Meaning  of  bringing  forth  Fruit ,  we  muff 
fee  what  the  Text  meant  to  Adam  before, 
and  to  Noah  after  the  Deluge.  The  Expref- 
lions  and  the  Reafons  feem  to  be  the  fame. 

Chap.  I.  Ver.  20.  Let  the  waters  bring 
forth  in  abundance  every  creeping  thing  that 
hath  life ,  &c. 

Ver.  21.  God  created  great  whales ,  and 
every  thing  living  and  moving ,  which  the 
waters  brought  forth  in  abundance  according 
to  their  kind ,  and  every  feather  d  fowl  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  kind , 

Ver. 
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Ver.  22.  God  blejjed  them ,  faying ,  Bring 
forth  fruit,  and  multiply ,  yf//  /A*  waters 

in  the  feasy  and  let  fowl  multiply  in  the 
earth ,  &c. 

And  Ver.  26.  Let  ns  make  man  in  our 
own  image ,  according  to  our  likenefs , 

/itf  them  (or  him)  rule  over  the fijh  of  the 
fea ,  W  fl'Udr  the  fowls  of  the  heaven , 
cwr  beaflsy  and  over  all  the  earthy  and 
over  every  thing  that  creepeth  on  the  earth . 

Ver .  28  is  nearly  a  Repetition  of  the 
2bth. 

Thus,  you  fee,  the  Animal  Creation  were 
made  to  encreale  and  multiply  as  well  as 
Man  5  there  is  a  Command  equally  expref- 
five  to  both  ;  and  furely  the  Animal,  as  well 
as  Man,  v/ere  not  intended  to  encreafe  and 
multiply  to  be  eaten;  for  the  29 th  and  30 th 
Verfes  are  fo  fully  explanative  in  themfelves, 
they  need  no  Comment  to  make  them  more 
intelligible ;  Every  herb  bearing  feedy  and 
every  tree  bearing  fruit ,  for  Man ;  and  every 
green  herby  &c.  for  Animals.  The  Text  fays, 
To  rule  over ,  &c.  which  no  way  implies,  To 
eat . 

Here,  I  think,  ftands  the  immutable  Law 
given  before  the  Flood,  and  which  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Dif  ertation  has  no  where  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  explain  in  any  other  Senfe. 

If  this  is  (as  furely  it  is)  the  divine  and 
unalterable  Law  of  God  by  Revelation,  I 
muft  beg  Leave  to  fhew  alfo,  (from  the  Au- 
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thor  of  the  Dijfertatioris  own  Words,  page 
14.)  that  it  is  alfo  an  undeniable  and  im¬ 
mutable  Law  of  Nature. 

‘  But  when  I  above  ftile  the  eating  of 
‘  Blood  indifferent  in  itfelf,  perhaps  I  place 

*  it  in  Terms  too  favourable,  and  make  an 
1  unwarrantable  Conceffion  to  the  Practice 

-  c  of  the  World ;  fince  we  are  not  at  a  Lofs 
c  for  Authorities,  that  Blood  is  fraught  with 
c  innate  Properties,  very  pernicious  to  the 
c  animal  Life  in  Man,  when  receiv’d  as 

*  Food.  It’s  Luxuriance  in  Spirits,  grofs 
1  Sulphurs,  and  Salts,  tending  to  raife  undue 
c  EfFervefcencies  in  the  Juices  of  the  Body, 
c  which  may  lay  Foundations  for  chronical 
c  Diftempers ;  and  if  fo,  the  Prohibition 
c  from  it  is  as  well  founded  in  Nature,  as 
c  on  God’s  Right  of  Sovereignty  over  us/ 

We  fee  the  Law  of  Nature  anfwering  the 
divine  End  of  Providence,  the  very  Nature 
of  Blood  (or  Meats)  being  chiefly  con¬ 
ducive  to  lay  Foundations  for  chronical  Di - 
flempers ,  &c.  The  Wifdom  of  God  pointed 
out  Food  fuitable  to  the  Contexture  and 
Frame  of  Man’s  Body,  fuch  as  was  mod 
conducive  to  Health,  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Species,  and  prolonging  of  Life ;  and  the 
fame  Law  which  was  given  to  Adam  and  his 
Pofterity  before  the  Flood,  we  find  after¬ 
wards  given  to  Noah  and  his  Defendants. 
That  they  before  the  Flood  had  obey’d  the 
firft  Precept  till  the  building  of  the  Ark,  is 

very 
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very  evident  ;  and  the  Command  given  to 
Noah  in  order  to  preferve  the  Animal  Race 
as  well  as  Man,  is  apparent  in  Chap.  vi. 
v.  21.  Take  thou  with  thee  of  all  Meat  (that 
is,  Herbage)  that  is  eaten ,  thou  Jhalt  gather 
it  to  thee ,  that  It  may  be  Meat  for  thee  and 
jor  them . 

It  is  evident,  the  Word  Meat  implies 
Fruit,  Herbage,  &c.  for  the  gathering  in 
Meat  muft  be  of  the  animal  Race,  if  it 
meant  Flefh ;  and  there  can  be  no  Founda¬ 
tion  for  fuch  Meaning,  becaufe  they  were 
diftinguilh’d  particularly  to  be  put  in  the 
Ark,  ver.  19  and  20  •  and  alfo  in  the  Verfe 
above  quoted,  It  fhall  be  Meat  for  thee  and 
them  ;  this  is  undoubtedly  the  true  and  only 
Meaning  of  the  Command  given,  Chap .  i. 
Ver.  29  and  30,  and  which  we  find  no 
where  tranfgrefs’d  by  the  Antediluvian 
World. 

I  come  now  to  confider  the  Command 
given  to  Noah  and  his  Defendants  after  the 
Deluge.  In  order  to  this  the  Author  of  the 
Difertation  admits  of  an  exprefs  Command 
to  refrain  from  Blood,  and  even  under  the 
moft  fevere  Reftridtions  and  Punifhments, 
Chap.  ix.  Ver .  4.  But  fejh  with  the  life 
thereof  ( I  mean,  the  blood  thereof)  fhall  ye 
not  eat  ;  Ver.  3.  For  purely  I  will  require 
vour  blood ,  wherein  sour  lives  are ,  at  the 
hand  of  every  beajl  will  I  require  it. 
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I  muft  here  beg  Leave  to  (hew,  that  the 
fucceeding  Part  of  this,  and  the  Verfe  fol¬ 
lowing,  plainly  demonftrate,  that  no  Blood 
at  all  (hall  be  fhed. 

What  follows,  is  :  And  at  the  hand  of 
man ,  Even  at  the  hand  of  a  man  s  brother 
will  I  require  the  life  of  man.  It  is  evident, 
the  flefh  with  the  life  of  animals ,  that  is ,  the 
Blood,  foall  ye  not  eat , — for  furely ,  if  you 
do,  I  will  require  your  bloody  wherein  your 
lives  are ,  at  the  hand  of  every  beaft  will  I 
require  it. 

And  at  the  hand  of  man>  even  at  the  hand 
of  a  man  s  brother  will  I  require  the  life  of 
man. 

Here  is  an  abfolute  Command  againft  the 
taking  away  the  Life  of  Man  in  particular, 
and  alfo  the  refraining  from  the  Blood,  that 
is,  the  Life  of  Animals ;  but  whofe  Blood 
was  to  be  requir’d  at  the  Hand  of  every 
Beaft,  the  Meaning  very  evidently  implies, 
that  Juftice  or  Reftitution  (hall  be  demand¬ 
ed  on  Man  by  every  Beaft  for  a  Life  fo  (lied. 
— For  if  the  Command  is  pofitive,  as  to  their 
bringing  forth  Fruit,  and  multiplying,  and 
replenishing  the  Earth  (Chap.  ix.  Ver.  1.) 
after  the  Deluge,  and  in  almoft  the  fame 
Words,  and  altogether  the  fame  Meaning  as 
to  Adam  and  Noah  before  the  Deluge,  it 
muft  confequently  be  meant  alfo  to  refrain 
from  killing,  or  deftroying  Life,  and  wholly 
confining  themfelves  to  eating  Vegetables,  as 


it  was  before  the  Deluge  5  for  as  God  is  eve¬ 
ry  where  unalterable  and  unchangeable,  fo 
muft  all  his  Laws  and  Precepts  be  eternally 
immutable. 

I  muft  here  take  Notice  of  a  Paffage  in 
our  Author  of  the  Dijfertation ,  (pag.  9.)  in 
which  he  fays,  4  Now  as  this  Prohibition 
4  was  deliver’d  to  Noah  and  his  Family, 

4  and  they  being  then  the  whole  furviving 
4  World,  in  them  it  was  fpoken  to  all  fuc- 
c  ceeding  Generations  of  Men,  their  Defcen- 
4  dants.  For  as  the  Indulgence  was  not  li- 
4  mited  to  thofe  Individuals,  to  whom  per- 
c  fonally  it  was  given,  fo  neither  was  the 
4  Reftridtion.  Both  had  an  equal  refpedt  to 
4  the  futureWorld  ;  whoever  claim’d  a  Right 
4  to  the  one,  was  oblig’d  to  fubmit  to  the 
4  other  alfo,  even  down  to  the  lateft  Pofte- 
4  rity.’ 

This  is  at  firft  Sight  an  acquiefcing  to  the 
Affertion  I  made,  that  all  the  Laws  of  God 
muft  be  eternally  immutable  ;  but  here,  to 
ferve  his  Purpole,  of  abftaining  from  Blood 
only,  and  not  from  the  Flefh,  he  makes  the 
Precept  given  to  Adam ,  to  differ  ,  from  that 
given  to  Noah ,  thus :  (pag.  9.)  4  The  In- 
4  terdidlion  to  Adam  for  one  certain  Fruit 
4  was  unalterable  to  the  firft  Race  of  Men, 
4  but  naturally  expir’d  at  the  Flood,  the  Ob- 
4  jedt  of  it  being  taken  away ;  but  the  reft, 
4  which  relate  to  the  Propagation  of  Man- 
4  kind,  in  order  to  People  the  Earth,  to  the 

4  fandtifying 
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‘  fanfl-ifying  every  feventh  Day,  to  the  fub- 
4  jetting  of  Woman  to  Man,  to  the  eating 
4  of  Blood,  and  to  Murder,  were  doubtlefs 
4  made  immutable,  &c,’  Page  10. 

4  Therefore  let  us  net  be  unmindful,  that 
c  to  fingle  out  any  one  of  them,  and  per- 
4  fuade  ourfelves  that  it  is  indifferent  whe- 
4  ther  we  are  conformable  to  it  or  not,  is 
4  in  Effedt  to  difhonour  the  Lawgiver,  ei- 
4  thet  by  nullifying  on  our  own  Authority 
4  a  Precept  which  he  hath  pofitively  en- 
4  joined,  or  at  leaft  implying  that  he  is  as 
4  variable  as  ourfelves:  For  to  fuppofe  him 
4  giving  a  Law  at  first  to  a  whole  Race 
4  of  Creatures,  and  yet  afterwards  difannul- 
4  ling  it,  muft  be  tacitly  to  charge  him 

4  with  Mutability - But  as  nothing  like 

4  fuch  a  Procedure  appears  in  any  other 
4  Cafe  through  his  whole  OEconomy  of  .the 
4  moral  World,  fo  we  ought  not  to  be- 
*  lieve  it  in  this/ — —  The  eleventh  and 
twelfth  Pages  of  the  Author  of  the  Dif- 
fertation  are  much  to  the  fame  Purpofe, 
in  order  to  prove  the  Immutability  of  the 
Divine  Lawgiver,  and  to  abolifh  the  perni¬ 
cious  and  brutifh  Cuftom  of  eating  of  Blood, 
both  which  are  highly  commendable,  and 
with  much  Judgment  conduced;  but  when 
a  Licence  is  given  by  him  for  eating  Flefh, 
he  has  unfortunately  fplit  upon  that  Rock 
he  feemingly  endeavoured  to  fhun,  of  which 
I  {hall  fpeak.  prefently.  He  tells  us,  Page 

9th, 
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9th,  c  Let  us  obferve  here,  that  God  never 
4  ipake  to  the  whole  World  at  once,  fave 
c  only  in  Adam ,  and  in  the  Family  of 
1  Noah  ;  now  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  his 
‘  Injunctions  were  ever  to  be  counter- 
c  manded.’ 

When  God’s  firft  Commands  were  given 
to  Adam ,  with  the  Author  of  the  Dif- 
fertation,  fuch  were  immutable,  as  it  is  ex¬ 
plained  by  him,  Page  9.  even  down  to  the 
lateft  Pofterity.  Now,  as  Noah  was  the 
Defcendant  of  Adam ,  the  Commands  and 
Precepts  were  equally  binding  to  him,  as 
they  were  (without  any  Alteration)  given 
to  Ada?n ;  for  the  Law  given  to  Adam  has 
been  no  where  abrogated,  nor  ever  fuppofed 
to  be  defigned  to  be  countermanded. — Then 
confequently  all  the  Laws  given  to  Adam 
are  equally  binding  to  him  and  his  Pofteri¬ 
ty. — They  could  not  expire  at  the  Flood. 
The  Laws  given  to  Adam ,  after  being  dri¬ 
ven  out  of  Paradijey  concerning  his  Food, 
was  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth ,  the  fame  as 
when  he  was  in  Paradife ,  with  this  luppo- 
fed  Difference,  that  the  fpontaneous  Pro¬ 
ductions  were  firft  fufficient ;  yet  now,  as  a 
Punifhment,  he  fhould  eat  his  Bread  by  his 
Labour,  that  is,  by  the  Sweat  of  his  Brow , 
but  the  Food  was  the  fame. 

I  come  now  to  the  main  Point,  that  is, 
to  the  favourite  Docftrine  of  the  Author  of 
the  Dilfertation,  which  is  to  prove,  c  That 

I  *  a 

1  u 
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c  a  Prohibition  to  feed  on  the  Blood  of  any 

*  Creature,  was  enjoin’d  at  firft  to  the  whole 
€  World,  Page  32.  without  Exception,  in 
c  the  Fathers  of  the  prefen t  Race  of  Man- 
£  kind ;  and  we  find  a  folemn  Ratification 
i  of  it  in  all  the  Promulgations  of  the  Divine 
c  Will  to  Man  afterwards,  and  back’d  by 
c  fuch  a  complicated  Authority  in  the  laft 
£  of  them  as  could  never  fincebe  parallel’d, 

*  and  accordingly  was  it  religioufly  obferved 
c  by  the  Chrifiians  for  feveral  Ages, 

It  is  evident  this  Prohibition  was  given, 
but  there  is  no  Command  to  eat  the  Flesh  ; 
he  only  contends  for  a  Permiffion  fo  to  do. 
In  the  4th  Chapter ,  he  has  carried  it  down 
to  the  Apoftle  Peter  and  Paul ,  and  to  the 
primitive  Chrifiians. 

I  have  no  Need  to  trace  the  Author  of 
the  Diflertation  any  farther,  becaufe  I  ac- 
quiefce  to  all  he  has  faid  relating  to  the 
Prohibition  of  eating  of  Blood  ;  but  as  to 
the  eating  of  Flefh,  which  he  as  ftrenuoufly 
defends,  I  think  it  falls  under  the  fame  Pro¬ 
hibition.  No  Flefh  can  be  without  Blood, 
and  confequently  the  eating  of  Flefh  im¬ 
plies  the  eating  of  Blood  :  For  Blood  is  the 
Life,  and  that  Prohibition  extended  to  the 
eating  of  any  thing  which  had  Life. 

There  is  but  one  Kind  of  Flefh,  which  is 
the  Mufcular,  and  that  confifts  of  little 
Tubes  or  Veffels  with  Blood  therein  ;  fothat 
flefhy  and  mufcular  Parts  of  the  Body  are 
the  fame.  Now, 
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Now,  whatever  Animal  you  kill,  or 
whatever  Method  you  ufe  for  its  Deftruc- 
tion,  you  can  never  exhauft  above  one 
quarter  of  the  Blood  from  the  Flefh,  either 
by  cutting  the  Throat,  the  Head  off,  or  any 
other  mangling  Cruelty  that  can  be  ufed : 
For  though  you  fhould  luppofe  the  Veins 
are  emptied,  yet  the  Blood-* Veffels  are  fo 
exceeding  fine,  and  fo  infinite  in  Number  to 
feed  and  fill  up  the  Veins  in  their  Circula¬ 
tion,  there  mu  ft  remain  in  the  Flefh  at  leaft 
three  quarters  of  the  Blood  which  compofes 
it  :  And  it  is  very  evident,  that  even  the 
Blood-veflels  themfelves  are  not  drained  ;  for 
after  the  dreffing  of  Flefh,  you  will  fome- 
times  fee  a  Vein  bleeding  as  frefh  when  cut, 
as  if  the  poor  Animal  was  newly  killed  ; 
then  alfo  the  Juices  which  flow  from  the 
Flefh  itfelf,  as  well  as  what  remains  in  the 
Flefh,  are  all  evident  Demon  ft  rations,  that 
whoever  eats  of  Flefh,  eats  Blood  alfo. 
From  whence  I  conclude,  that  a  difobeying 
the  Command  as  to  the  eating  of  Blood,  ex¬ 
tends  equally  to  the  eating  of  that  which  has 
Life. 

There  is  one  Argument  more  remains  for 
my  Enquiry,  and  that  is,  That  the  Structure 
of  the  human  Body  is  not  made  carnivorous , 
and  confequently  was  never  defigned  to  eat 
Flefh. 

Gafendus  infifts  why  Man  fhould  not  be 
carnivorous,  becaufe  of  the  Structure  and 

Con- 
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Conformation  of  our  Teeth  ;  m oft  of  them 
being  either  Inez  fores ,  or Molitores :  Not  fuch  ‘ 
as  carnivorous  Animals  are  furnifhed  with, 
proper  to  tear  Flefh;  as  if  Nature  prepar’d  us 
for  cutting  Herbs,  Roots,  &c.  rather  than  for 
tearing  of  Flefh.  To  this  I  add,  that  when  we 
do  feed  on  Flefb,  it  is  not  without  a  prepa¬ 
ratory  Coftion,  by  boiling,  roafting,  &c.  and 
then  Dr.  Drake  obferves,  it  is  prohibited 
in  Fevers,  and  other  Diftempers.  And,  laji - 
/y.  That  Children  are  rather  averfe  to  all  a- 
nimal  Foods,  till  their  Palates  are  vitiated  by 
Cuftom;  and  the  breeding  of  Worms  in 
them,  is  generally  afcribed  to  the  too  hafty 
eating  of  Flefh.— To  thefe  Arguments  Dr. 
Wallis  fubjoins  another,  which  is,  that  all 
Quadrupedes  which  feed  on  Herbs  orPlants, 
have  a  long  Colon,  with  a  Caecum  at  the  up¬ 
per  End  of  it,  or  fomewhat  equivalent, 
which  conveys  the  Food  by  a  long  and  large 
Progrefs  from  the  Stomach  downwards,  in 
order  to  flower  Paflage,  and  longer  Stay  in 
the  Inteftines :  But  that  in  Carnivorous  Ani¬ 
mals  fuch  .Caecum  is  wanting,  and  inftead 
thereof  there  is  a  more  fhort  and  flender 
Gut,  and  a  quicker  Paflage  through  the  In¬ 
teftines.- — Now  in  Man  the  Caecum  is  very 
vifible;  a  ftrong  Prefuniption  that  Nature, 
who  is  ftili  confiftent  with  herfelf,  did  not 
intend  him  for  a  Carnivorous  Animal. 
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